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HemisFair's backers aren't pleased
about the fact, but somehow their plans
have, in varying degrees, become an issue
in almost everything the legislature is try-
ing to do these days. Officials of the fair
need $5.5 million from the state govern-
ment, and quickly, if HemisFair is to be
readyv for its scheduled opening in April,
1968. Gov. John Connally has declared the
appropriation an emergency and the
House overwhelmingly gave its OK.
The Senate probably will follow suit, per-
haps by the time this is read, but not be-
fore some menacing oratory and the ex-
traction of a few promises from legisla-
tive backers of the fair concerning future
votes on other matters.

There has been much grousing — some
sotto voce, some not so sotto — about
HemisFair on the part of legislators from
beyvond Bexar Countv and vicinity who
feel that thev have emergencies of their
own. The governor, however, is a man of
considerable influence; the fair is not like-
ly to be refused.

The process of responding to the re-
quest has revealed some of the nature of
the 60th legislature. The HemisFair bill is
the first that has encouraged the lawmak-
ers to doff their ceremonial robes and dis-
pense with the amenities that characterize
the opening of a session. The word
“HemisFair" has popped up in discussions
that are, basically, related to the struggle
between the House and the Senate and
between the two houses' leaders, Lt. Gov.
Preston Smith and Speaker Ben Barnes.
HemisFair has not escaped notice during
the consideration of an emergency pay
raise for state employees, an issue that
was a significant surprise attack in the
House-Senate feud. In fact, the fair is
thought by many to be partly responsible
for the sudden choice, by the Senate, of
the pay bill as a stratagem to use against
the House. This will be discussed in a
moment.

Nor have the backers of HemisFair been
comforted by two recent non-legislative
incidents which are much on the minds of
the lawmakers in Austin. First there was
the voting down, in Bexar County, of a
tax increase to finance operation of a
teaching hospital. The vote has jeopar-
dized plans of the last legislature to estab-
lish a South Texas Medical School at San
Antonio. Another woe for HemisFair is
the involvement of a San Antonio legisla-
tor in the delays surrounding acquisition
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of land for the LBJ State Park. Rep. Roy
Garwood was retained by a couple who
are fighting condemnation of their 54-
acre property which is being sought for
the park. Garwood has acknowledged that
one reason he was retained was that such
a move will delay the condemnation pro-
ceedings until after the legislature ad-
journs. Garwoods accepting a role in the
case has irritated some legislators.

LET US BEGIN now to weave
the stories of HemisFair '68 and Legisla-
ture '67 in more detail. The complicated
tale began with a hearing before the
House Appropriations Committee last
week. HemisFair's leaders were prepared.
Several speakers were on hand, slide pro-
jectors at the ready. There were mimeo-
graphed handouts, a wall display outlining
the fair's research to date into Texas his-
tory, and a large model of part of the
fairgrounds.

Leading the presentation was Frank
Hildebrand, director of the Texas Tourist
Development Agency. Just as he began to
speak a West Texas representative, Del-
win Jones of Lubbock, whipped out a
handkerchief and rather loudly blew his
nose. No one, and certainly not Hilde-
brand, seemed to notice. After 50 minutes
of smooth talk, color slides, and straight-
from-the-shoulder earnestness, committee
chairman Bill Heatly of Paducah called
a halt. Not many of the committeemen
were payving much attention anyway.

George Hinson of Mineola, saying that
he favored the appropriation, asked how
much San Antonio and Bexar County in-
tended to put into the fair. H, B. Zachry,
HemisFair's board chairman, said that
“San Antonio’s expenditures are $75 mil-
lion and I expect it to reach $100 million.”
Hinson moved that the committee report
the appropriation to the House floor fav-
orably. There were no dissenting votes.
Just as Heatly was preparing to adjourn
the meeting Rep. Jones of Lubbock said,
“Mr. Chairman, if they come back looking
for more money in the future, I'm going
to be like that tomcat that had an affair
with a skunk —I'll have enjoyed about
all of this I can stand.” Heatly urged that
the committee members support the bill
on the floor. After adjournment several
members were heard complaining about
the appropriation.

Before the measure came to a vote on
the House floor, Speaker Barnes said he
believed that the two-thirds majority

needed to pass the emergency appropria-
tion existed in the lower house. There was
some opposition, Barnes said, among
some members who "“are using the medi-
cal school thing, justly or unjustly, to
work against HemisFair.” Some legisla-
tors were questioning why the fair’s ap-
propriation should be passed when Bexar
County voters had, a few days before,
turned down a tax increase as their part
of establishing the South Texas Medical
School in San Antonio. The tax in-
crease needed was to finance operation
of a teaching hospital near the medical
school. An earlier vote in San Antonio had
authorized bonds to build the hospital;
construction began several months ago
on both the hospital and the medical
school. If funds aren’t provided to
operate the hospital the entire medical
school project could be in jeopardy. San
Antonio leaders have been given a dead-
line, later this month, to come up with a
plan for funding operation of the hospital;
meanwhile, many legislators are angry and
embarrassed about the situation.

On the floor of the House Rep. Heatly
lead the HemisFair bill to passage. After
some 30 minutes of a foredoomed and
thus largely bantering floor revolt, lead by
Reps. Carl Parker of Port Arthur and
Clyde Haynes of Vidor, the vote was 121-
23. Heatly, smiling, told a colleague, “I
ought to go to San Antonio and run for
mavor.”

In the Senate the HemisFair bill was
to be considered this week by the Finance
Committee before going to the floor of
the upper house. Committee chairman
Sen. A. M. Aikin of Paris said he didn’t
intend to bottle up the measure. Sen. Joe
Bernal of San Antonio, probable floor
leader of the bill, said that 16 Senators
favored it, five were doubtful, and one,
Sen. George Parkhouse of Dallas, was
opposed. A two-thirds majority of the Sen-
ate is required to pass the emergency
measure. There are 31 Senators.

IN THE MEANTIME, the day

before the HemisFair bill passed the
House, the Senate mounted its first of-
fensive in the struggle between the legis-
lature's two chambers. Basically, the bat-
tle is between Lt. Gov. Smith and Speaker
Barnes (Obs., Jan. 20), who both want to
be governor. On the third legislative day
the House had fired the opening shot in
the 1967 phase of the war. At Barnes’ urg-
(Continued on Page 3)




S yioth el

Speeches like Gov. John Connally’s to
the 60th legislature are really fine and
progressive-sounding talks — if vou earn
more than five or six thousand dollars a
vear, aren’t mentally ill or retarded, live
in a pollution-free area where traffic con-
gestion isn't a problem, and don't have
youngsters who keep saving they want to
attend college. Otherwise, you might have
a few suggestions to offer the governor.

Texas leads the nation in poverty and
is not a state that brags much about its
social enlightenment. Our state govern-
ment’s leaders in their public statements
seem to assume that everyone wears coats
and ties all the time, has two late-model
cars in a garage that's attached to a fash-
ionable house, and is making it just fine
on pay day. Certainly such folks as those
the governor and other state leaders have
in mind are the economic strength of our
state. But there are two million of our
ten and one-half million people who do
not live this way, who need some consid-
eration in the acts of our state govern-
ment.

What of a state minimum wage? Could
not some consideration be given this rea-
sonable measure? Would paying $1.25 an
hour really drive one farmer or one
shopkeeper to bankruptcy?

What of pollution? The governor did
propose a Houston-Galveston Bay-Author-
ity to control the quality of that body of
water, But are we doing enough to pro-
tect yes, and to rehabilitate — the
state’s other water resources. And what
of the air? Not a word on that.

What of the War on Poverty? Shall
Texas crack down on criminals, as the
governor urged in ringing terms, without
considering some of the causes of the up-
surge in crime which the governor says
is “frightening”? Can not the War on
Poverty be implemented rather than stall-
ed in Texas? President Johnson’s home
state can scarcely be called a showcase
of the poverty fight.

And what of the cities? Is it enough to
pass a local option city sales tax? The
legislature seems to be balking on this
.and properly so. Let the state government
do more to serve the centers wherein
reside the majority of Texans.

THE GOVERNOR has been de-
laying teiling us how we shall raise the
needed additional revenues for the com-
ing biennium. It is reported that the busi-
ness lobby requires some more convinc-
ing, some more hand-patting, before the
prospect of some taxes on businéss are
- announced. The governor deserves credit
for his proposal to put some of the new
financial burden on business, rather than
socking individuals with the total bill.
Certainly business can not be said to be
overtaxed in Texas—undertaxed is more
accurate—but acknowledge the fact, the
governor is moving slightly in the right

direction on this matter. Free voter regis-
tration may have its benefits,

The governor's plan for having the fed-
eral government turn back income tax
money to the states is not a good idea.
There has been much talk during the past
few weeks, in Austin, of state's responsi-
bilitics. Why, then, pass on to Washington
the political burden of levying taxes
for Texas? What’s wrong with setting up
a state income tax, if it's needed? Texas
does require more revenue to become a
modern state. We must pay the way, but
with a progressive tax. A state income tax
should be passed — and the sales tax
repealed! The governor's federal tax re-
bate proposal is a clever idea for Texas.
The rebates would be based on popula-
tion, the governor suggests, not on taxes
paid to Washington. Texas is fourth in
population; eighth in federal income
taxes.

PRAISE IS DUE the governor
for his call for a “strong industrial safety
program” with "adequate authority to
prescribe safety standards” (let there be
no failure in providing adequate authori-
ty); for calling for (slightly) increased un-
employment compensation benefits; for
advocating a Public Utilities Board to
regulate Texas utilities; for urging an
eavesdropping ban in Texas; for asking
that Medicaid be implemented in Texas:
for calling for increased state employees’
salaries; for urging money for the Insti-
tute of Texan Culture, which can be an
important institution.
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Much is before the legislature; the gov-
ernor has made some good suggestions,
he has stood mute on some needed meas-
ures. The governor proposes, the legisla-
ture disposes.

Whats Up

What's gotten into the Star-Telegram,
anyway? The Fort Worth paper has been
behaving most peculiarly for a Texas met-
ropolitan daily these past few months.

First there was the bald-faced sugges-
tion that perhaps the deadline for voter
registration ought to be extended to with-
in a month or so of general election day.
Any red-blooded Texan worth his deple-
tion allowance knows that such a practice
would only permit the rabble, stirred up
by the election campaign, to get in on
determining who shall govern in our de-
mocracy. What nonsense.

Then the Star-Telegram had the temer-
ity to question, albeit gently, our gover-
nor's proposal for having the federal gov-
ernment turn over some of its loot to the
states. The newspaper, in an editorial,
suggests that to do such a thing without
adequate controls would possibly be an
abdication of the U.S. government’s obli-
gations to the nation. Now what kind of
carpetbaggin’ notion is that, anyway?

Be warned, Star Telegram, you are
being watched. Your Establishment cre-
dentials are in jeopardy. |
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ing representatives had approved, 1450, a
set of joint rules that, in part, would limit
the discretion of conference committees
in adjusting bills of a similar nature
passed by both houses. This initiative em-
barrassed the Senators, many, il not most,
of whom aren’t interested in any such
limitations, particularly when it comes
time to combine the House and Senate
appropriations bills. Probably the House
leadership isn't really interested in re-
ducing the power of conference commit-
tees, either, but this is war. The House's
proposed rules were, in effect, saying to
the Senators: "let’'s be more democratic
than we have been in the past.” It's diffi-
cult to take a public stand. against the
democratic process, so, clearly, the House
had put it to the Senate; Barnes had
scored first on Smith.

The Senate’s and Smith's answering vol-
ley was fired during the upper house’s
first bill introducing period. Sen. Charles
Herring of Austin told reporters before-
hand that a “major story” was coming.
When Herring's. SB32 was introduced it
was announced as an emergency salary
increase for 38,000 state employees, for
March [ to Sept. 1 of this year. [t soon
became clear that SB 32 would, if passed
by the Senate, put pressure on the House

and on Gov. Connally as well. (Smith is
also at odds with the governor since
Barnes is clearly Connally’s preference as
a successor.) The threat lay in the House
rule that, until after passage of the gen-
cral appropriations bill, the Representa-
tives can't consider money bills unless re-
quested to do so by the governor. So
Connally’s and Barnes' choice would lie
in poing along with the Senate’s move
(for which the Senate — and Smith —
would get most of the credit), or they
could refuse and risk the displeasure of
the workers who would be affected and
perhaps seem cold-hearted to a segment
(who knows how large?) of the voters.
Connally and Barnes have been urging a
state employees’ pay increase for a year
or more; now, however, their stand was
being both taken from them and used
against them. Both men were displeased
about the emergency bill; Connally was
described as outraged. The administra-
tion's plan called for the pay increase to
be voted this session to begin at the start
of the 1967-69 biennium, next Sept. 1.
Who conceived the Senate’s thrust is
not known. Some say Smith; others, Her-
ring. The Austin Senator denies vigorously
that his bill is a power play, as has been
charged. Regardless, the move was imagi-
native, given the Smith-Barnes rivalry.

The Houston Chronicle, in a Sunday
supplement feature on Texas House
Speaker Ben Barnes, disclosed, far down
in the story, that a Ben Barnes Club was
formed, more than a year ago, in the four
counties of Barnes’ home district. The
club’s 160 members chip in $10 monthly
to support the Speaker .in activities that
are related to his duties.

Barnes has said since that he has no
control over the funds, which are kept
in banks in his district. “More than a
year ago the people in my four counties
[Brown, Runnels, Coleman, and Coman-
che| started asking my best supporters
if they would give $10 a month to help
me,” Barnes said. “The money stays there
and when I think I need anything, I tele-
phone them. . .. I have never written a
check on the fund myself,” Barnes said.
He uses the money for such things as
travel expenses and postage for Christ-
mas cards, he explains, and does not re-
ceive a regular income from the fund.
“This is no personal money of mine, it's
for political purposes,” Barnes said. "I
never receive any money directly and none
of these bills involve my personal ex-
penses, We are very careful about that.”

A reporter asked Lt. Gov. Preston Smith
if he has such a fund. Smith, like Barnes,
gets 84,800 vearly as his state salary. Smith
said he has no such private fund to help
pay his political expenses. The licutenant
governor said he has income from person-
al business interests, primarily movie thea-
ters in Lubbock. Barnes, the Chronicle
reported, has income from a farm, a con-
struction business, and the operation of

THE BARNES FUND

two Holiday Inn motels (in Bryan and Del
Rio) with two other motels planned for
Marshall and Plainview.

Asked if he thought his fund was similar
to the Nixon fund once maintained for

former Vice President Richard Nixon,
Barnes said he thought not. “My fund is
raised through voluntary $10-a-month con-
tributions from voters who live within my
district. The Nixon fund involved far larg-
er amounts. There is a vast difference be-
tween a $10 monthly contribution and a
contribution of $1,000 or more."”

At a press conference Barnes was asked
if he would identify the supporters who
started the fund. Barnes said he would
rather not. “I'm sure they would have no
objection,” he said, "but I might leave out
somebody. The contributors include
ranchers, businessmen, merchants, and
professional men.” How about reporting
the money for tax purposes? Barnes said
the Internal Revenue Service requires
that such a fund be used to pay “legitimate
expenses incidental to the speaker's of-
fice.”

Barnes said he favors a code of ethics
requiring legislators and other eclected
state officials to disclose their sources of
income.

The most outspoken critic of the Barnes
fund has been Rep. Don Gladden of Fort
Worth, who said “It is most unfortunate
that a person in his position must depend
on private charity to perform the func-
tions of his office. I was unaware that
the money voted by the legislature for
operations of the speaker's office were in-
sufficient.” d

HERRING ROSE IN the Sen-
ate to speak briefly in favor of his bill.
It was referred to the Finance Commit-
tee, whose chairman, Senator Aikin, im-
mediately asked unanimous consent of the
Senate to stand at ease while the com-
mittee considered “this unusual bill.”
There were no objections to this rare
procedure.

Twenty of the 21 committee members
filed into an adjoining meeting room. Ab-
sent was Sen. Ralph Hall of Rockwall. A
notable presence among those who crowd-
ed into the room was Smith, who seldom
attends committee meetings. He spoke
first, supporting the pay raise bill and
urging, at the same time, economy in
government.

Herring said there are cases of “college
graduates being asked to work for the
state of Texas for less than they can earn
as janitor with the federal government.
. . . Many state employees are now wait-
ing to see if the leaders of Texas mean
what thev say [about a pay raise] and if
we don't we'll lose them.” The minimum
salary would be increased to %3,216, from
the present $2,388. The percentages of in-
crease provided would range from 34%
for the lower pay brackets to 12.5% for
those in the higher ranges.

The only opposition among those on the
Finance Committee was voiced by the
Senate’s only Republican, Henry Grover
of Houston, and a liberal, Joe Bernal of
San Antonio. Neither questioned the need
for the pay raise, only the emergency
procedure. Grover said "Why can't we
wait a week? . .. We could end up with
an appropriations bill that no one ever
thought of.”

“We're ten years behind. We've got to
move,” Herring replied. “Let’s pass it out,
pass it out,” Sen. Parkhouse chanted.

Bernal said, “I'm afraid we're opening
a door. Why not appropriate money for
Medicaid, junior colleges, and senior col-
leges on this [emergency] basis, or a
teacher pay raise?” Herring answered that
the state employees have been waiting too
long to wait further.

Sen. Bruce Reagan of Corpus Christi,
said it was a disgrace that hundreds of
state jobs were unfilled. “I'm not a spend-
er,” he said, but this is an emergency.
Reagan moved approval of the bill. Tom
Creighton of Mineral Wells seconded the
motion.

“Is there any more discussion?” Aikin
inquired.

“No, we've heard too much already,”
growled Parkhouse.

Bernal, before the vote, said “I'm not
opposed to a state emplovees’ raise, but
is this reallv an emergency?”

“Do you think HemisFair's an emer-
gency?"” Reagan asked.

“We've got a deadline,” Bernal said of
the fair,

“Yes, and you've pot $20 million from
the federal government, too” Parkhouse
rumbled.

In the voice vote Bernal and Grover
were the only dissenters.

February 3, 1967 Y




The committee meeting required 20
minutes. Newsmen returning to their table
in the Senate chamber found an unsigned
release there, evidently prepared before
the day's session, which read: “More than
38,000 state employees stand an excellent
chance of getting a belated Christmas
present today if the Texas Senate and
House pass the emergency pay raise bill
worth several millions of general fund
dollars voted out of the powerful Senate
Finance Committee today.”

Another news release was passed out to
reporters, this one from Smith, announc-
ing his “full approval” of the bill. “Of all
emergency measures we consider, the
needs of the people should come first.
This means the pay raise takes precedence
over all other emergency measures.” This
was obviously a reference to the Connally-
and Barnes-backed HemisFair emergency
appropriation bill. “Our employees can
count on raises beginning March 1, 1967,”
Smith said in his release.

THE NEXT DAY it was clear
that the Senate leadership wanted to pass
the bill on the spot. Herring asked that
the rules be suspended so that the emer-
gency bill could be passed; this would re-
quire the approval of four-fifths of the
Senate membership and would be neces-
sary since, under the constitution, only the
governor can submit emergency matters
to the legislature. Sen. Grady Hazlewood
of Amarillo protested; he is regarded as
more of an ally of Connally’s than of
Smith’s.

“When you do something like this,"”
Hazlewood said, “the state budget has
gone to the wind. What is there about this
bill that makes it such an emergency?”

Herring heatedly answered that the
state employees have been waiting years
for a pay raise.

Hazlewood asked why the House mem:-
bers didn't know of Herring’s intentions,
adding “I've been in the Senate 27 years
and I never saw anything happen like it
did in that [committee] room yesterday.”

After some debate between Herring and
Hazlewood the vote was taken. The count
was 24-6 in favor; Herring needed 25 ayes.
Voting no were the governor’s brother,
Wayne Connally of Floresville, H. J. Blan-
chard of Lubbock, Hazlewood, Don Ken-
nard of Fort Worth, Jack Strong of Long-
view, and Jim Wade of Dallas.

Why did Grover and Bernal vote yes?
the Observer asked. The senators an-
swered that they had made their point
in the committee meeting the day before
and there was some danger of being mis-
understood back home as opposing the
pav raise when the emergency procedure
was what they objected to. Bernal voiced
some concern about HemisFair's fate in
the Senate, had he voted the other way,
naming three Senators who had solicited
his support since the day before. Hall, the
only Senator absent, was reported as fav-
oring Herring's move; if so, his presence
would have meant that the Senate action
would have succeeded.

Smith, afterwards, was asked by a San
Antonio reporter about the chances of

4 The Texas Observer

HemisFair's appropriation, which the
House had just approved, getting through
the Senate. The licutenant governor said
he believed that the bill would pass but
said there might be some trouble if the
emergency pay raise bill doesn't make it.
“This has absolutely nothing to do with
the HemisFair bill,” Smith said, “but if
forces block [the pay bill], there might be
consequences.”

The next day, after some behind-the-
scenes activity, Herring said that he had
planned to ask another vote but “over-
night several members have had a change
of heart,” so he wouldn't ask for another
record vote. Herring said he had heard
some stories “about the governor being
displeased” about SB 32. “I'm sorry about
that,” Herring said, I didn’t know I was
supposed to check bills with him, ., . My
sole purpose is to try to help some poor
people that are in trouble financially.”
He said he would try again with his bill
sometiume,

It turned out that the next etfort was
one day later. The vote was 23-7 this time.
Hall was present; he voted aye, with
Herring. Blanchard switched his no vote
to an aye; but Oscar Mauzy of Dallas and
A. R. Schwartz of Galveston changed their
votes to no this time. W. T. Moore of
Bryan walked off the floor just before the
roll call vote began and did not answer
when his name was called.

Sen. Creighton then moved that the gov-
ernor declare the salary increase an emer-
gency measure and submit it to the legis-
lature. This motion passed 25-6 (voting no
were Sens. Strong, Wayne Connally, Hall,
Hazlewood, Kennard, and Wilson) and
was sent to the House. Barnes said he
would make no effort to stop the resolu-
tion the House — or help it either. “It's
going to be up to the House what it wants
to do,” Barnes said. The House, Monday,
gave its unanimous approval. The next

move is the governor's. G. 0.

New Groupings
In the Texas Senate

1 Texas Senate watchers have a more
complicated situation than usual to
deal with this session. Normally the group-
ings are along the customary liberal-con-
servative lines; this year there are three
blocs — Connally people who won't take
anything off Lt. Gov. Preston Smith;
Smith's senators who won't take any-
thing off Connally; and independents, in-
cluding the liberals, who can go either
way.
p# The lone Republican, Sen. Henry
Grover of Houston, appears to be in
the Smith grouping at this point. Smith
gave Grover eight committee assignments,
which is more than some veterans got
(A. R. Schwartz of Galveston, for exam-
ple); and Grover is vice-chairman of the
banking committee.
# Schwartz, noting the three-way split
in the Senate, believes that this ses-
sion the cause that is right and fair will
be able to prevail in the upper house,
but that any cause that is unfairly han-
dled, whether it is right or not, will not
prevail there.
¥ Schwartz was exuberant as the third
week of the session ended that he had
been able, without half trying, to obtain
eleven co-signatures from Senators to his
announcement, in advance of an executive
session on appointments, that he was go-
ing to vote aye on them. Except tor Sen.
Wayne Connally, Floresville, the twelve
who signed were liberals and moderates.
Sen. Charles Wilson, Lufkin, asked
Schwartz, “Have you got any conserva-
tives?" and Schwartz, who had not yet got
Wavne Connally's signature, said no,
whereupon Wilson signed the statement,

“Charles Wilson, conservative.”
p# Sen. Don Kennard of Fort Worth drew
some complaints when, after signing
on as a co-sponsor of Sen. Charles
Herring's SB32, the emergency pay raise
measure for state employees, he failed in
two record votes to support suspending
the rules to permit its consideration. Aft-
er the first vote Kennard said he was
concerned about the omission of hourly
employees from the bill, some of whom
make $1.15 hourly. After being assured
that the hourly workers would be given
raises, Kennard said he was ready to vote
for the bill. But the next day the vote was
taken a second time and Kennard voted
no again.

This week Sen. Murray Watson of Waco
asked the Senate’s permission to add Ken-
nard's name as a co-sponsor to three bills
sought by the Texas State Teachers Assn.
“You sure he'll vote for them?” Lt, Gov.
Smith asked dryly.

p# Veteran Sen. Dorsey Hardeman of San

Angelo rose on the Senate floor to
memorialize Gen. Robert E. Lee on the
anniversary of the Southern general's
birth. Hardeman, impressive in a black
suit, vest, and pince-nez glasses that were
attached by a black ribbon, quoted, large-
lv from memory, the eulogy that was
spoken at Lee's funeral. Hardeman's col-
leagues applauded his offering and voted
to include the remarks in the Senate
Journal.

In the House

i Some House liberals, including sever-
al who are first termers, complain




that they have no floor leadership. Gone
is the savvy of Bob Eckhardt, of Houston,
who is now a Congressman. The 141-0 and
145-0 votes in the House have resulted, in
some cases, because some of the liberals
are inexperienced in the ways ol the
House; they would oppose the Ben Barnes
machine were there an opportunity —
and if they were sure they would not be
too much in the minority. Some say that
they feel they must be careful in going
against the powers that be — at least until
they see the way things are.
B A case in point was the unanimously-
passed resolution in support of Gov.
Connally and opposing the William Man-
chester book’s version of some aspects
of President Kennedy's trip to Texas. The
resolution was passed in the House by a
swiftly-called voice vote.

1 As if in retribution, one first term lib-

eral House member, Glenn Vickery
of Houston, introduced a resolution prais-
ing U.S. Sen. Ralph Yarborough for his
bill that will seek a Big Thicket National
Park in Texas. The resolution received the
same treatment as the Connally-Manches-
ter measure — a fast voice vote. It is be-
lieved that Speaker Ben Barnes, who has
further political ambitions, let Vickery's
resolution go on unimpeded rather than
stall it and risk raising the ire of Yarbor-
ough supporters. It is thought that Barnes
probably didn’t think the matter impor-
tant enough to make an issue of it. The
139 House members who voted for the
resolution signed their names to it and a
copy was sent to the Senator in Washing-
ton. Yarborough was delighted.

* Rep. Don Gladden, Fort Worth, has

come forward with a bill to repeal
the state's right-to-work law. He says that
organized labor, concerned this session
with workmen’s and unemployment com-
pensation law changes and the minimum
wage, “has responded rather coolly” to
his bill against right-to-work, but that he
campaigned on a platform of repeal and
he's going forward with it. With a grin,
Gladden said, "I told Hank Brown I was
going to bring the labor movement kicking
and screaming into the twentieth cen-
tury,” (Texas labor president Brown has
similarly threatened the Texas Establish-
ment.)

1 Rep. Jake Johnson of San Antonio

said his poll of his House colleagues
on his liquor-by-the-drink bill showed 67
for it, 41 against it, and 21 neutral. He
thought his 67 supporters might be scaled
down to 50 when the time came to step
up to the bar on the issue, but, he said,
"We're gonna get a vote.” Johnson was
full of irritation with the citizens’ commit-
tee that has formed to support liquor-by-
the-drink in Texas. He says that so far the
- citizens have not stimulated support from
major cities other than San Antonio.
Asked it he thought this might be because
they've had too much liquor by the drink,
he did not respond with the sense of
humor sometimes characteristic of him.

p# If Ben Barnes doesn't seek an un-

precedented third term in 1969, as
House Speaker (some suggest that he
might), Reps. Gus Mutscher of Brenham

and Gene Fondren of Taylor seem to be
the leading contenders for the post.
Mutscher claims, privately, the support of
more than 90 of the 150 present House
members.

1 Rep. Rex Braun of Houston has Filed

a report on his sources of income.
The statement, which Braun says is a
complete one, lists assets totalling some
$380,000. Braun, a first term liberal, said
he filed the statement with the secretary
of state to indicate support of a new code
of ethics bill proposed by Rep. Jim Nugent
of Kerrville. Nugent's bill would require
disclosure of potential conflicts of in-
terest.

1# Close followers of banking, small loan,

and savings and loan legislation pro-
fess astonishment in the legislature at the
makeup of the House banking committee.
Rep. Grant Jones, Abilene, is represented
to be the most nearly liberal member
thereof, the others as friends of one seg-
ment or the other of the industries the
committee is concerned with. (By com-
parison the Senate banking committee is
less closely tied in with the financial com-
munity. )

A rundown on the more significant

bills introduced in the House and
Senate will be listed in the next issue of
the Observer.

Texans in D.C.

* Texas has five chairmen of House

committees with four others no lower
than third in seniority. George Mahon of
Lubbock leads the Appropriations Com-
mittee; Wright Patman of Texarkana,
Banking and Currency; Omar Burleson of
Anson, Administiration; and Olin Teague
of College Station, Veterans' Affairs.
Burleson would have won membership on
the Ways and Means Committee, it is
believed, were it not for several Alabama
Democrats attending the inauguration of
Mrs. Lurleen Wallace as governor. Burle-
son, in a Democratic caucus, lost the seat
by two votes to a New Yorker.

¥ Cong. Richard White of El Paso seeks

to exempt his hometown from Central
Standard Time. El Paso has been on
Mountain Standard Time for 84 years. A
federal law passed last year will go into
effect on April 1, requiring that each state
be completely within a single time zone.

i Cong. Joe Pool of Dallas said he

“might have broken even” after a
Washington party he held to reduce the
$25,000 in debts he said he owed after his
1966 campaign. Seth Kantor writes in the
El Paso Herald-Post that a number of
lobbyists attended at $25 a head; Kantor
described the party as a “whiskey-flowing
reception.” About 90 Texans, members of
the “Congressman Pool Club,” flew to the
capital for the event. Each of them put up
$247.50 for the chartered prop-jet flight,
food, lodging, and admission to the party.
A testimonial dinner may be next, Pool
has indicated.

p# Cong. J. J. Pickle of Austin sajd he
will support new taxes for the¢ Viet-
nam war, but the War on Poverty should
be financed conditionally, depending on
the nation’s “ability to pay under present
conditions. We spend-only about 1% of
our budget on the poverty program,”
Pickle savs. “Te tie it in to the national
defense is a grossly unfair question.”

1 Former Cong. Lindley Beckworth of

Gladewater has been nominated by
the President for a position on the U.S.
Customs Court.

i The Observer article “He Is Handi-
capped If We Take Away His Language”
has been published in the Congressional
Record at U.S. Sen. Ralph Yarborough's
instance. It was written by Ramon Garces,
a Laredo newsman, and discusses a bi-
lingual teaching project in the elementary
grades.

More on 1968

I## Speculation that U.S. Sen. Ralph Yar-

borough might run against Gov. John
Connally in 1968 persists in news reports.
Bo Byers of the Houston Chronicle quotes
Yarborough as saving in Dallas a couple
of weeks ago: "My fight for my home
state cannot be based alone in Washing-
ton because the greatest danger is here
{in Texas], and that danger is lying in the
verv air of this state. It is time that this
smog of misinformation be cleared away.
It is time for Texas to take its place in
the sun, and I am enlisting in the fight to
see that this is done — within our life-
times.” Yarborough's Senate term runs
through 1970, so he could run for gover-
nor without resigning.

The senator threw another log on the
fires of speculation when he said, also
in mid-January, that he “would definitely
run for the Texas governorship if I were
not a U.S. Senator — because Texas needs
a governor. I haven't decided, though,
whether I will toss my hat into the ring,
and one of the main factors which will
determine that decision is my ten years
senioritv in the Senate.”

Yarborough, commenting on new Texas
Atty. Gen. Crawford Martin's objections
to a federal wage and hour law that
would govern certain state-operated insti-
tutions, told the Observer that Martin “is
following in the footsteps of Waggoner
Carr and is a true follower of the Con-
nally-Carr machine in fighting against a
living wage for the working people of
Texas.”

Yarborough said the resolution of praise
(see above) passed by the Texas House
of Representatives shows, the Senator
said to the Observer, the “weakening of
Connally's hold” on events in Austin,

i And what of John Connally? Dick

West of the Dallas News reports that
the governor is now an even bet among
“the most knowledgeable sources” to run
for an unprecedented fourth term as gov-
ernor in 1968. West says that, three
months ago, the chance of Connally doing
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this was only one in ten. The governor
“would rather ranch than run,” West
says, but he is determined that liberals
and Republieans will not capture the
statchouse. Wesu discusses potential chal-
lengers to the Estaulishment's hold on the
governor's  chair, listing Republican

George Bush and liberals Franklin Spears
and Ralph (but not Don) Yarborough.

Another [actor, of course, in a Connally
fourth term try, would be President John.
son’s plans in 1968 and the necessity for
a Texas Democratic Party controlled by
LBJ partisans. Byers in his Chronicle ar-
ticle quotes some Texas conservatives,
“including at least one high state official,”
as being convinced that U.S. Sen. Robert
Kennedy will vie with President Johnson
for the 68 nomination unless LBJ's popu-
larity improves.

Gonzalez Complains

p* Sen. Yarborough and Cong. Henry B.

Gonzalez of San Antonio are at odds
over Yarborough's newly-introduced $107
million education and job training bills to
aid the Spanish-speaking in the South-
west. The bill would authorize §100 million
for programs of education, training,
health, leadership, citizenship, and others,
emphasizing self-help and individual re-
sponsibility. The other $7 million would
finance bilingual education, teaching Eng-
lish as a second language to Spanish-
speaking students.

Gonzalez savs the bills create “a racial
distinction and exclusion of other groups.”
The Congressman says that “by referring
to some of the people in this [Southwest
Texas] area as hyphenated Americans,
the Senator is relegating them to a second
class status.”

1 Texas Democrats are having a bit of

trouble filling several positions on
their State Executive Committee. Four of
eight Harris County positions were of-
fered to liberals at last year’s state con-
vention but were refused as the liberals
believed that they should control all
eight. Attempting to fill two of the four
vacancies, the S.D.E.C. named Jesse
Strickland of Pasadena and Mrs. Mar-
guerite West of La Porte, both said to
be liberals. But a couple of days later
Mrs. West said she would be unable to
accept.

1 Bill Thomas, University of Texas pro-

fessor and a leader of Texas Liberal
Democrats, is joining Franklin Spears’ po-
litical staff, becoming at least the -third
full-time worker for Spears' political fu-
ture.

1 Spears was honored last week near

Houston at an appreciation dinner
that was attended by a variety of Demo-
cratic office holders. Cong. Bob Eckhardt
of Houston spoke. Other Congressmen
scheduled to be on hand were Jack
Brooks, Henry Gonzalez, and Jim Wright.
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g Waggoner Carr changed his mind; he
will practice law in Austin, not in
Lubbock as previously announced. . . .
Thirty of 56 pending slant wells cases
were settled shortly before Carr left the
attorney general's post; the $400,000 worth
of cases were disposed of shortly after
new AG Crawford Martin had announced
that he would be tougher on such matters.
Edinburg editor Jim Mathis, in a
front page column, writes: "“If Martin
gets statewide enforcement with the new
head of his Enforcement Division, ex-
Hidalgo [County] DA Bob Lattimore, like
Lattimore provided this county, the state
will be in a sorry shape two years from
now.”

i US. Sen. John Tower is receiving

more and more mail from several
sections of the nation urging that he seek
the Republican Presidential nomination in
1968. Tower, in Austin for a state GOP
powwow, said that President Johnson
placed "“a couple of phone calls from
Manila" to Texas labor leaders in Novem-
ber, but failed to sway them to support
Carr. The senator is back in Vietnam this
week.

Waggoner Carr would have needed an
88.29; turnout, or 2.7 million voters, to
have beaten Tower, a GOP computer
found. About 1.5 million voted in the race.

# George Bush of Houston, a bright

new face among Republicans in Con-
gress, was given a prompt dose of national
exposure. He was on a TV panel of Re-
publicans who discussed the President's
State of the Union message. Bush was
given a coveted seat on the House Ways
and Means Committee, a move calculated
to embarrass Texas Democrats, who failed
to win a Demo vacancy for the state on the
important committee.

1 A Republican, Carl MclIntosh, lead a

field of seven in a special election for
a vacated seat in the legislature. McIntosh
and liberal Democrat Tom Moore, Jr.,
are in the runoff Feb. 4 for the McLennan
County (Waco) seat.

Around the Stafe

” Bexar County officials are agonizing

over what to do about rescuing a
state-supported medical school project
that is in dire jeopardy. Voters opposed,
by a 3-to-2 vote in a surprisingly heavy
turnout, a tax hike that would fund opera-
tion of a teaching hospital near the South
Texas Medical School. Such a hospital is
required by statute if the school is to be
opened. Both the hospital and the school
are under construction. University of Tex-
as Board of Regents chairman Frank C.
Erwin, Jr., has urged that county officials
devise some proposal in the next few
weeks.

i Houston Mayor Louie Welch is evi-

dently trying to smooth down some
feathers ruffled by Harris County pollu-
tion warrior Dr. W. A. Quebedeaux. In a
pointedly-worded statement Welch said

that Houston has enjoyed “a high degree
of cooperation” from industry in the pol-
lution battle and that a full report up-
coming on the city’s efforts will show the
value of aiming for “results instead of
making noise.” Welch adds that he is
hesitant to spend much city money on
fighting pollution since "the state may
put the cities out of the pollution control
business. Counties may be assigned the
job by the state,” he said. Welch pointed
out that the city won an award from the
state and federal governments for its pol-
lution fighting efforts.

The Houston Post, unimpressed, has an-
nounced that it will begin running a pol-
lution forecast as part of its weather re- -
ports, explaining that some kinds of
weather hold pollution, others tend to
dispel it. Reports will be based on a pollu-
tion intensity scale of 1 to 100.

Quebedeaux, meanwhile, has been re-
located by his county court emplovers,
set up in a Pasadena office that had (or
has) a leaky roof and, for a few days, no
telephone. Quebedeaux had been located
in downtown Houston.

LBJ Park Opens

1 The first portion of the LBJ State

Park has been opened — 25 acres
equipped with picnic tables, some garbage
cans, four longhorn cattle, and a buffalo.
It will take between $750,000 and §1 mil-
lion to develop the rest of the site, ac-
cording to Mark Gosdin of the State Park
and Wildlife Dept. :

John Ben Shepperd, recently named to
handle the project, has named a 44-mem-
ber citizens committee to help him solicit
donations and support. The committee has
decided to seek state and federal money.
Shepperd says the committee will receive
a list of donors, as, probably, will news-
men. But the reporters’ lists won't show
the amounts of individual contributions,
only the overall total.

Most of the land still to be acquired is
a S54-acre tract owned by Mr. and Mrs.
Earl W. Sweeney. A condemnation com-
mission ruled that the Sweeneys should
get $62,500 for the land. They are appeal-
ing the award and have retained Roy
Garwood. Since Garwood is a state repre-
sentative, the appeal can’t be heard until
after the legislature adjourns. Shepperd
is hoping the delay can be avoided; he
has paid the $62,500 to the Gillespie coun-
ty court, saying that this will entitle the
land to be conveyed for “immediate pos-
session” of the Parks and Wildlife Dept.
The same weekend in which he wrote the
check Shepperd had said that the park
fund had about $58,000; evidently no one
has asked him where the additional $4,500
came from.

1 Denison should establish a bi-racial

committee to work out “certain fea-
tures we feel must be adjusted” in regard
to job opportunities and housing,” that
city's council was told by a Negro delega-
tion.”




VIETNAM: FOUR VIEWS

Fulbright and Schlesinger
Versus Rusk and Taylor

An_ Address by the Honorable Dean
Rusk, Secretary of State, to the Texas
legislature, Jan. 26, 1967, and

Responsibilityv and Response, by General

Maxwell D. Taylor, Harper & Row, 1967,
$3.50, :
Versus

The Arrogance of Power, by Senator J.
William Fulbright, Random House, 1967,
$4.95, and

The Bitter Heritage, Vietnam and
American Deinocracy, 1941-1966, by Arthur
M. Schlesinger, Jr., Houghton-Mifflin Co.,
1967, $3.95.

Austin
There was something of the quality of
a dream about this scene, Governor John
Connally, the former sidekick of oilman
Sid Richardson, and Secretary of State
Dean Rusk, the son of a Georgia tenant
farmer, striding into the chamber of the
Texas House of Representatives, tollowed
by the man the Reader’s Digest once called
the Texas legislature’s most powerful lob-
byist, Ed Clark, now the Ambassador to
Australia; striding, in company too with
the current leaders of the legislature, to
the podium, there for Rusk to defend the
war in Vietnam and refute the senator
from Arkansas. The speech fell upon the
legislature like snow upon a countryside,
silently, and lay close on the unresisting
sod. Rusk was warmly greeted and warm-
ly applauded when he finished, but sel-
dom did the legislators think to interrupt
what he was saying, and circulating among
them afterward, one heard talk about
liquor by the drink, the new state tax
program, and what's new in Tyler, but
nothing about what he had said. Yet in
the prints of the land the debate is raging,
pro and con, about the war, and Rusk had
come to this Texas place to carry on the
war of words — the war of ideas and
values — that strangely underlies the
bloody war ten thousand miles away.
Introducing Rusk, Connally said he was
a man “who understands the mission of
the United States in trying to preserve an
atmosphere in this world in which free
men might live and prosper and hope.”
And the Secretary’s defense of our Viet-
nam policy occurred, more than in any
single sentence, in the values the phrases
he used conveyed. The President, Rusk
said, sits in his Oval Room, “thinking hard
about how best to protect liberty.”” The
central purpose of our foreign policy,
Rusk said, can be taken from the pre-
amble of the Constitution, to “secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our
Posterity.” We must, he said, “preserve
our nation and our way of life,” and we
cannot do so by confining ourselves to
“the North Atlantic basin.” The main job
of stopping aggression has been "accom-

plished by the defensive alliance of the
Free World.”

General Taylor, in his just-released
book, conveys, in military equivalents, this
same idea of liberty arrayed all over the
world against communism. “I suggest,”
he writes, “that for purposes of this dis-
cussion we divide the countries of the
world into three categories: the trouble-
makers, the victims, and the bystanders.”
In "these communist-inspired conflicts"
called "wars of liberation,” he says, the
common denominator is subversive ag-
gression to overthrow “a non-communist
state.” Thus, Taylor says, the Viet Cong
have “their masters” in Hanoi and Peking
is "behind” Hanoi. Even as Theodore

Group Therapy

“I am proud to be President John-
son's Secretary of State. And I believe
that the American people — and all
men everywhere who love freedom—
are very fortunate to have as Presi-
dent of the United States a man of his
courage, fortitude, and seasoned
judgment.”

—Dean Rusk
to the Texas Legislature

“Dr. [Jerome] Frank points out that
one of the principal values of group
therapy is that the individual patient
cannot easily break off communica-
tion and is thus encouraged to perse-
vere in his treatment. I wish that Dr.
Frank and his colleagues could be
engaged to conduct group therapy for
the leaders of China and the United
States.”

—Senator Fulbright
in The Arrogance of Power

- ]

Draper demonstrates brilliantly, in the
current Conuvmentary, that in Cuba, the
Dominican Republic, and Vietnam, our
foreign policy failed politically, we tried
economic pressure that in turn failed, and
then we reverted to brute force, Taylor
explicitly upholds our “use of military
force to gain political ends.”

The backbone of world peace, Rusk told
the legislature, is our commitment to as-
sist in the defense of “more than 40 na-
tions"” and our power to do so. General
Taylor, like Rusk, is concerned that we
oppose not only aggression, but also sub-
versive aggression, and while Tavlor
grants that this may present a problem
of evidence, he is confident that we can
discharge what he calls our "mission in
an evolving world of multipolar power.”

“American policy,” says Senator Ful-
bright in his book, The Arrogance of Pow-
er, “has been weakened by a seeming in-
ability to believe in the tractability of com-
munism or the abatement of- its fa-
naticism."” We have adopted, Fulbright
says, “a view of communism as the ful-
crum of a revolutionary process that will
not be satiated until it dominates the -
world. . . . If we assume that there is no
legitimacy about the aims of communists,
that there is no element of decency or
humanity in communist societies; then any
compromise must be regarded as a pact
with the devil and our declared policy of
‘building bridges’ to the communist world,
must be regarded as a moral sellout.”

But in fact, writes the senator whose
cconomics, is conservative enough for
Arkansas, “communism, for all its distor-
tions in practice and for all the crimes
committed in its name, is a doctrine of so-
cial justice and a product of Western
civilization, philosophically rooted in hu-
manitarian protest against the injustices
of nineteenth century capitalism.” The
fervor of communists abates; some coun-
tries are probably better off under com-
munist rule than they were before; the
U.S. has more to gain from competing
nationalism than from the destruction of
communism — all these things, Fulbright
here plainly says. :

After the McCarthy era, Arthur Schles-
inger writes, the doctrine was tirmly
lodged in American policy that “the threat
of communism was indivisible,” and the
fact of the Sino-Soviet split, as well as
the divided tendencies among other com-
munist nations, divisions based in their
different nationalisms, has not shaken our
policy loose from this simple, pervasive
idea. The Domino Theory, invoked in
variant forms by Rusk and Taylor, simply
ignores the fact, Schlesinger points out,
that the biggest Asian domino of all,
China, fell some time ago, without the
others falling. Underlying the American
intervention in Vietnam, says Fulbright,
“is the old and discredited idea of a cen-
trally directed communist monolith.”

“"We are fighting in Vietnam,” Rusk said
in Austin, “because also we have not for-
gotten the lesson of the tragic Nineteen
Thirties . . . the lesson that one aggression
leads to another . .. Once again we are
hearing it said that if you let the aggressor
have one more bite, maybe he will be satis-
fied.” And the Secretary quoted a Metho-
dist Bishop that we must "avoid appease-
ment on one side and total war on the
other.”

Here, however, Rusk loses General Tay-
lor, President Kennedy's and now Presi-
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dent Johnson's military adviser, for while
Taylor upholds past decisions in Vietnam,
he says that we have learned how very
costly such a war as Vietnam can be, in
men and money — by implication, in
criticism and loss of credit abroad, too.
We must exercise, says General Taylor,
“selectivity” in which of the wars of lib-
eration to oppose, taking care that the
governments we defend won't crumble
under our help. And Taylor admits the
social reforms on which Eisenhower in-
sisted in Vietnam have failed to material-
ize. Lightly, in passing, Taylor acknowl-
edges the problem of “how to distinguish
the patriotic revolutionary from the sub-
versive insurgent.” Yet if we select, pick-
ing and choosing, which "subversive ag-
gression” to resist, won't this be appease-
ment? — letting “the enemy” have one
more bite? The difficulty of the neat argu-
ment is that reality isn't neat.

“The good old Munich analogy,” Arthur
Schlesinger calls the argument against ap-
peasement from the 1930’s. A pluralistic—
what even Taylor calls a multipolar —
world of nations is not comparable,
Schlesinger points out, to the militant
Hitlerian juggernaut in Europe.

The question most deeply is, are we tree
to think, or are we not? “Certain words
must never be uttered except in derision,”
writes Senator Fulbright; “the word ‘ap-
peasement,’” for example, comes as near
as any word can do to summarizing every-
thing that is regarded by American policy-
makers as stupid, wicked, and disastrous.
. - . In a free and healthv political at-
mosphere [the idea of ‘appeasement’]
would elicit neither horror nor enthusi-
asm but only interest in what precisely its
proponent had in mind. As Winston
Churchill once said: 'Appeasement in it-
self may be good or bad according to the
circumstances. Appeasement from
strength is magnanimous and noble and
might be the surest and perhaps the only
path to world peace.’”

We want no territory, no surrender,
Rusk told the legislature; all we ask is
that the North Vietnamese “stop shooting
at their neighbors.” This, said Rusk, is
being called a demand for unconditional
surrender, and that, the Secretary sub-
mitted, is “an abuse of the English lan-
guage.”

Rusk also told the legislature, however:
“The military conquest of South Vietnam
will not occur. But there remains the
hard job of rooting out what Ho Chi Minh
has called ‘the guerrilla infrastructure’.”
Schlesinger writes, “should we attempt to
root out the guerrillas in every village and
cave, it would require almost a million
American soldiers and a war of many
years. Such an eflort would hopelessly
Americanize the war. . . . If we continue
the pursuit of total military victory, we
will leave the tragic country gutted and
devastated by bombs, burned by napalm,
turned into a wasteland by chemical de-
foliation. . . . Our method, in other words,
defeats our goal.”

Rusk used the title of Fulbright's book
in his speech to the legislature. “It has
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been asserted,” Rusk said, “that the Unit-
ed States is suffering, or is in danger of
sulfering, from the 'arrogance of power.’
That recalls Lord Acton's dictum that
power tends to corrupt and absolute
power tends (o corrupt absolutely. I
don't believe that the American people
have been corrupted by power. . . . We
have sought nothing for ourselves except
what we seek for all other peoples on
this planet: the right to live in freedom
and peace.”

“Gradually but unmistakably,” Senator
Fulbright charges, "America is showing
signs of that arrogance of power which
has afflicted, weakened, and in some cases
destroyed great nations in the past. . . .
We are still left with two essential reasons
for our involvement in Vietnam: the view
of communism as an evil philosophy and

the view ol ourselves as God's avenging
angels, whose sacred duty it is to combat
evil philosophies. . . . Power has a way
of undermining judgment, of planting de-
lusions of grandeur in the minds of other-
wise sensible people and otherwise sensi-
ble nations.”

“The war began,” says Arthur Schles-
inger, "as a struggle for the soul of Viet-
nam: will it end as a struggle for the soul
of America?"

Closing, Rusk referred to another recent
book title, speaking of “the exercise of
power, not to conquer, not to destroy,
but to build a durable peace.”

Speaker of the House Ben Barnes then
took the rostrum and said, “Thank vou
very much, Mr. Secretary, for those words
of wisdom, encouragement, and inspira-
tion.” R.D.

‘COOL T,

Austin

American involvement in Vietnam was
protested by some 40 young adults, most
of them ol college age, when U.S. Secy.
of State Dean Rusk addressed the Texas
legislature. Shortly after Rusk arrived and
began speaking one of the protestors,
George Vizard, 23, of San Antonio, a for-
mer student at the University of Texas,
entered the Capitol. He evidently intended
to pass out mimeographed handbills at-
tacking U.S. policy. Officers told Vizard
that he could not bring the literature in.
An Observer reporter was a few feet away
when Vizard and a capitol security guard
then became involved in a mild scuffle.
Another guard ran up to help; the two
officers pushed the young man back
through the Capitol’s main entrance with
their nightsticks, one of which was across
Vizard's throat. To resist being pushed
outside, he dropped to the floor, limp, and
covered his head with his hands. The of-
ficers stood looking down at Vizard, un-
certain what to do.

They then turned their attention to
ejecting three of Vizard’'s companions, in-
cluding his wife, who were standing be-
hind him in the doorway. Vizard got up
and asked of another officer, “What is
the name of that man who stuck his night
stick in my throat?” Geting no answer,
he demanded, “"Am T under arrest?” The
officer, in a low voice, said something
that evidently indicated that no arrest
was intended. Vizard then reached back,
took a bundle of handbills from his wife,
and made as though to continue on inside.

More shoving ensued. An  officer
grabbed Vizard, who had again dropped to
the floor, and dragged him out the door
by one ankle. He jumped up and charged
another officer. Someone, perhaps Mrs.
Vizard, velled "Cool it, George!” Vizard,
being held off by the officer’s night stick,
dropped his arms and said “I'm not hit-
ting him, he’s hitting me."”

At this point three Dept. of Public

GEORGE!’

Safety officers and an Austin policeman
came up and grabbed Vizard. Holding
him by each of his arms and legs, they
carried him out the door face down, and
put him down on the lawn outside. Asked
if the voung man was under arrest, an
officer said, "He's been disturbing the
peace, ves, sir.”

Vizard is active in the University of
Texas community; he is associated with
the Students for a Democratic Society and
the Rag, an off-campus weekly publication
that is, generally, New Left oriented. A
friend of Vizard's, Tom Mantle, a Uni-
versity of Texas junior, says that many
of the protestors represented only them-
selves, though many were members of the
S.D.S.,, Young Democrats, and Austin
groups which oppose the Vietnam war.

After Vizard's arrest some 40 pickets
took up positions on the steps of the
Capitol’s main entrance, bearing signs
that read: “Super Rusk Is a Drag,” “Dean
Rusk, Official Cover-Up Man for Geno-
cide,” “Not with My Life You Don’t”
“Support Our Boys in Vietnam — Bring
Them Home,” and “Rusk Lies, Children
Dic.” Some leaflets were passed out on the
steps, while the pickets began singing,
evidently waiting for Rusk to come out
after finishing his speech.

Rusk’s motorcade, however, was lined
up on the north side of the Capitol, await-
ing him on the other side of the building
from the protestors. Word of this must
have reached the pickets, a bit later they
came around the side of the building to
stand by the limousine that was to drive
Rusk awayv. About ten officers stood be-
tween the protestors and the car.

After about 12 minutes more the mo-
torcade's cars suddenly started their eng-
ines and pulled around to the west side of
the Capitol. If the intent was to get the
cars out of the crowd’s way the tactic
failed; the protestors and dozens of spec-
tators followed. Eight minutes later Rusk
emerged with Gov. John Connally, House
Speaker Ben Barnes, and assorted legis-




lators and state officials. The secretary
was smiling his familiar, serene smile,
seemingly unaware of the pickets who
were chanting “Hey, hey, what do va say;

how many kids have vou killed today?”
Others were shouting “Fascist! Fascist!”
Swelling applause from Capitol workers
and other spectators, including some stu-

dents, drowned out, for several seconds,
the derisive cries.

Thus the secretary departed the Texas
Capitol. G. O

Vietnam: ‘A Dance in a Cemetery’

Rabbi Levi Olan of Temple Emanu-El
Brotherhood in Dallas, and a regent at
the University of Texas, continues to
speak in Dallas on the Vietnam war in ac-
cents not often heard in the churches of
the state. Here are excerpts from another
of his sermons on the subject:

“A Jew now living in Israel recalls his
childhood with his parents who were liv-
ing under the Nazis in a cemetery. They
were spared their lives so that they could
perform the grave digging detail for those
whom Hitler was killing in the millions.
He saw, as a child, deportations, death
from disease, starvation, and the daily
regular killings. He remembers that he
managed to play in the midst of these
macabre happenings. In fact, he plaved
a game called deportations. He now says:
‘T became accustomed to my environment.’
We are in a frightful danger of becoming
accustomed to living with war as a normal
way of life.

“The last half-century has been cne of
unrelenting destruction and terror. When
I was in High School, it was the First
World War. Then with the failure of all
hopes for Peace, came Hitler and the Sec-
ond World War. This was followed by
Korea, and now Viet Nam. I have watched
coffins returning to our land and hidden
away. Visits, however, to the Veteran’s
Hospitals, and dealing with war widows
are somber reminders that death and
destruction has been the way of life for
fifty years. We live, it seems, in a ceme-
tery and play our childish games. Viewers
of television, we watch Mystery and Wild
Western drama and also a picture of a
little child in Vietnam blown to pieces.
. . . Like that child under the Nazis, we
have become accustomed to life in a ceme-
[ e

“Our nation at this hour is playing the
role of God while armed with terrifying
power. There is a passion growing here
to move in and destroy all competing
Gods. We do not hesitate to use bombs
that shatter, napalm that sears and burns
on enemy and on friend. Our mood is one
of passionate devotion to the God we have
set up, the State whose actions it is be-
coming heresy to question. In ancient
times men brought their children as a
sacrifice to the God Moloch because he
was God. The danger today is that the
nation becomes our Moloch.

“The events in Vietnam are distressing
to all of us. It is a tragic place of destruc-
tion, disease, and death. For a thousand
years the Vietnamese were ruled by China
and then for eighty years as a colony of
France. When they rebelled against the
harsh rule of their French masters some
ten years before the Second World War,

the rebellion was led by the Viet Minh.
They declared their purpose in their re-
bellion. It read like this: ‘All men are
created equal. They are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights,
and among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.” They fought hard
against the colonialism of France, sacri-
ficing much blood. America then gave the
French over 2! billion dollars to stamp
out the rebellion. Former President Eisen-
hower in explaining the success ol the
Viet Minh said: ‘. . . (they) had much
popular, sympathy and many civilians aid-
ed them by providing both shelter and in-
formation.” When that rebellion was con-
cluded by the Geneva Agreement of 1954,
which provided for elections within two
years, President Eisenhower again said:
‘809 of the peopte would have voted for
Ho Chi Minh as their leader.’ -

“We have declared a holy war against
communism and justify the death and
terror of this hour by the devotion to our
God. We equate our battle now with the
struggle against Hitler and the Nazis, for-
getting that there is a vital difference. Hit-
ler used force to give the Aryan race
dominion over all. The communists are
not racists. They have a social and eco-
nomic theory which they propogate by a
subtle mixture of open and hidden propa-
ganda and even subversion. They are a
people with an idea appealing to those
living in grinding poverty with no hope
but a revolution. Instead of matching our
own ideas against that of the communist
world as an answer to poverty and frus-
tration, we have resorted to force. Will
we never learn that you do not destroy an
idea with bombs? Almost half the world
is caught up with this idea and we cannot
police the world against it. The fact is
that the history of the Twentieth Century
records the expulsion of Western powers
from Asia and Africa — Britain from
Palestine and India; France from South-
east Asia and Algeria; Holland from the
South Pacific; and Belgium from Africa.
None of these were communist inspired.

MEETINGS

THE THURSDAY CLUB of Dallas meets each
Thursday noon for lunch (cafeteria style) at
the Downtown YMCA, 605 No. Ervay B5t,
Dallas, Good discussion. You're welcome. In-
formal, no dues,

The TRAVIS COUNTY LIBERAL DEMO-
CRATS meet at Spanish Village at 8 p.m. on
the first Thursday. You're invited.

ITEMS for this feature cost, for the first entry,
Te a word, and for each subsequent entry, 5¢c a
word. We must receive them one week before
the date of the issue in which they are to be
published.

“The pity of it is that America has pow-
erful ideas with which to win against com-
munism in the struggle of the people for
bread, shelter, and freedom. We, of all
people, ought to understand the revolu-
tion of our age since we were born in a
revolution against tvranny. But we seem
to support the status quo, in China, in
Cuba, and in Vietnam. We have a won-
derful answer to oppression, poverty, ig-
norance, and fear but the use of bombs
and Napalm is not it.

“We had better not get accustomed to
our role, to war as the way to defeat false
gods.

“We are carrying on a dance in a ceme-

tery.” O
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MANCHESTER: Part Two

Austin

One wonders, reading Look Magazine's
second installment from William Man-
chester's The Death of a President, why
Manchester gives a long flash-back from
1960, when Jack Kennedy went deer hunt-
ing at the LBJ Ranch. As Manchester re-
lates the episode, Kennedy shot a deer
because Lyndon Johnson wanted him to,
but Kennedy did not like to kill anything
and fired the killing shot with severe
distaste. Later, Manchester says, Johnson
presented Kennedy the mounted deer
head and badgered him about displaying
it until, again with distaste, Kennedy did.
Why did Manchester, in a book about the
assassination, reach back three years to
tell about this episode?

One answer may be implied in an AP
dispatch from New York quoting a source
close to the Kennedy family as saying,
“The whole first chapter [of the original
Manchester manuscript] was a deer-hunt-
ing scene in Texas. It showed Johnson as
a man of violence who loved to kill deer
and would force others to do the same.
It seemed to set symbolic overtones which
were unjust and inaccurate. It seemed an
attempt to make this the symbolic frame-
work for the whole book, which was un-
just and disastrous.”

The AP source said the chapter was
tossed out at the insistence ot Kennedy
advisers. A version of it, however, found
its way into the second installment in
Look.

Meanwhile, William S. White, the col-
umnist who is a close friend of Johnson’s,
pointed out that the first installment re-
ferred to Johnson being surrounded by
“members of his tong,” about which
White remarks: “A tong, of course, is a
Chinese gang and, in common usage, a
criminal gang as well,”

It has also emerged that Manchester at
one point wrote Mrs, Jacqueline Kennedy,
“Though I tried desperately to suppress
my bias against a certain eminent states-
man who always reminded me of some-
one in a grade D movie on the late show,
the prejudice showed through. This was
cheap of me, but I suppose there is a
little meanness in all of us.” Manchester
said that the unfair references to which
this letter referred, qualified as ones "“that
might conceivably have rubbed off on the
Kennedy family,” were cut from the book.

The Kennedy lawsuit against the book's
publication by Harper and Row having
been settled, Manchester publicly criti-
cized the Kennedys, saying their motiva-
tions in much of their attempted editing
were political. Columnists Rowland Evans
and Robert Novak quoted Johnson as
confiding to intimates that “the ultimate
record will be clear.” They added that
“verbatim transcripts of telephone and
other conversations between the President
and others in the post-assassination pe-
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riod have been carefully filed for future
use.” In Austin, Governor John Connally
is understood to be conceiving of his state-
ment on the subject as a book; he has
been approached by publishers. Breasting
the waves of the Manchester controversy
long enough to take a draught of air, the
possibility can be seen that a book by Con-
nally could become the Johnson group’s
answer to the Manchester book.

MANCHESTER‘S second install-
ment leaves no doubt that Kennedy, awak-
ening the morning of Nov. 22 and seeing
the splashes in the press about the refus-
als of Sen. Ralph Yarborough to ride with
Johnson the day before, told his aides to
get Yarborough in the car with Johnson.
Evidently Manchester (and perhaps also
Kennedy) did not know that Yarborough
had ridden with Johnson the night before.
Yarborough has stated that he did so
without Kennedy having asked him to.
Presumably this refers to the episode of
the night before. On Nov. 22, Manchester
savs, Yarborough acceded to a Kennedy
aide’s urgent request that Yarborough
ride with Johnson (Manchester does not
quote the aide as invoking Kennedy's
request directly, however). According to
Manchester, at one point the aide blocked
Yarborough as the senator started to get
out of rhe vice-presidential car to make
room for Mrs, Nellie Connally. Manchester
savs Kennedy told the aide to make it

-clear to Yarborough that either he rode

with Johnson or walked.

There are new details in Manchester's
account of the events surrounding the as-
sassination. For instance, after reading
“every word"” of the notorious Bernard
Weissman ad in the Dallas News for that
Nov. 22, Kennedy said they were going
into "nut country.” As the Dallas motor-
cade began, Johnson "was so depressed
by the continuing feud in the local party
that he ordered the car's commercial ra-
dio turned on full blast, to drown out the
noise of the crowd.” At Main and Market,
it occurred to Yarborough that anyone
could drop a pot of flowers on Kennedy
from an upper story, and when Yarbor-
ough saw beyond them the green of
Dealey Plaza, he thought, "My, that open
sky looks good.” When the shooting start-
ed, not only Secret Service agent Clint
Hill, but also Jack Ready, another such
agent, started from the back-up car to the
presidential car, but according to Man-
chester, yet another agent, Emory Rob-
erts, “had seen the last shot strike Ken-
nedy's skull [and] was certain the wound
was mortal” and therefore shouted to
Ready, “Don't go, Jack!” Readyv drew back.
Roberts then said to Secret Service Agent
Bill Mclntyre, “They got him. You and
Bennett take over Johnson as soon as we
stop.” As the car carrying Johnson pulled
up at Parkland, the commercial radio was
still on.

Manchester commits himself personally
to a finding that the X-Rays and photo-
graphs that were taken of Kennedy's body,
but were not turned over to the Warren
Commission and are not available for
public inspection, show "no entry wound
‘below the shoulder'” but rather “clearly
reveal that the wound was in the neck.”
Manchester says he had not seen the ma-
terial, but interviewed “three people with
special qualifications who examined it be-
fore it was put under seal.” Manchester
says "Robert Kennedy has decided that
this material is too unsightly to be shown
to anyone, including qualified scholars,
until 1971.”

On the rancorous issue of resentment
in the Kennedy group that the Johnson
party boarded Air Force One, Manchester
quotes Johnson that Kennedy aide Ken-
neth O'Donnell “twice urged him to board
Air Force One” and then quotes O'Donnell
that Johnson's version of this is “absolute-
ly, totally, and unequivocally wrong.”
Manchester seems to reason that Johnson
is the one who is wrong on this and says
the discrepancy is probably a result of
confusion, although, he says, there is “an
alternative,” which he describes so opa-
quely, one cannot make any clear sense
of it.

THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE
voted to back up Connally's reaction to
the first Manchester installment — that
it contained distortions, rumeors, and in-
consistencies. On the House side, the reso-
lution was whipped through unanimously
and quickly by Speaker Ben Barnes. In the
Senate, Sen. Roy Harrigton, Port Arthur,
said he hadn’t read Manchester’s book yet
and wanted to study the resolution, which
he proposed be sent to a committee. His
motion failed, 156, and the resolution
was then adopted by the Senate. The six
who voted against its immediate passage
were Harrington, Charles Wilson of Luf-
kin, Oscar Mauzy of Dallas, Barbara Jor-
dan and Chet Brooks of Houston, and
Joe Christie of El Paso.

In other eddies of the controversy, a
Rice Hotel executive denied he had said
Johnson looked “furious"” leaving Ken-
nedy's suite the night of Nov. 21; Column-
ist Les Carpenter went into the question
of who slept where in Kennedy's suite
the night of Nov. 21; reporter Bob Baskin
of the Dallas News denied Manchester’s
report that after the assassination, Baskin
“just left” and went back to his paper’s
office to see what else was going on in
the world — to the contrary, he was or- -
dered back to the office as other reporters
fanned out, Baskin said; Cong. Henry
Gonzalez of San Antonio added vivid de-
tails to the post-assassination scene at
Parkland, and the Dallas congressman,
Earle Cabell, defended the Dallas role in
the removal of Kennedy's body from the
city. R. D.




Pitching Curves to the Plot Finders

Austin

An army of critics has been at work on
the Warren Report nearly three years
now, trving to clear Oswald, or discover
a second assassin, or uncover an elaborate
conspiracy involving the CIA, FBI, Dallas
police, Cuba, Russia, Jack Ruby, the John
Birch Society, and (with real luck) Lyn-
don Johnson. So far no one has come up
with anything that refutes the Commis-
sion’s conclusions. However one or two
of the more rational investigators have
managed to blow the Report so full of
holes as to discredit its claim to through-
ness and make a serious issue ot whether
or not the investigation should be re-
opened.

Certainly the government's reluctance
to reopen the investigation involves a cer-
tain amount of face-saving. To take a new
look would implicitly discredit the War-
ren Report and add to the credibility of
even the hairiest theories about Sec-
ond Oswalds and planted bullets. Yet
some of the Report's critics have made
cases too strong and too widely publicized
to permit acceptance of the Warren Re-
port as anything closely approaching the
whole, objective truth.

By way of muddying the issue even
further, I would like to make a few ob-
servations that I think are relevant, and
which seem to have escaped the Report's
critics and defenders alike

ON A DRIVE down Elm Street
two months after the assassination I dis-
covered the distance from . the Texas

" Schoolbook Depository to the street to be

much less than I (and probably most peo-
ple) had assumed from all the photos [
had seen in Time, Life, and the news-
papers. After another lock at the pictures
I saw why. All had been taken with wide-
angle lenses that give a wider view by ex-
aggerating the distance from the camera.
From that window to the curved part of
the street, even a poor marksman, even
without a scope, could hardly have missed
putting two or three bullets into a car
moving almost directly away from him.
To hit two of the six people in it was no
great feat, either. For two bullets to have
hit John Kennedy could have been good
shooting or just cruel luck. The thing is,
nobody likes to believe in the possibility
of a big luck factor in the murder of a
president.

Not all witnesses agreed on the source
and number of gunshots. But Dealey
Plaza is surrounded by tall buildings,
knolls, walls, and a hugh concrete over-
pass, and anyone who does much hunting
or shooting knows how hard it is to pin-
point the source of a shot in hilly country
or any place where sound can reflect off
a large, vertical surface. It's like trying
to figure out the direction of an approach-

Bill Helmer

ing siren when driving through the down-
town district of any large city.

Last August 1, Charles Whitman pro-
vided Austin with some 90 minutes of
coincidences and confusion that seemed
plausible enough under those different
circumstances., He scored bull's-eyes at
fantastic ranges, knocked down a running
newsman at nearly 200 yards, shot the
man beside me with a ricochet, hit some-
body else through some trees. He smiled
and greeted and did not shoot (though
he had already killed one person) some
Tower visitors who left wondering what
that fellow was doing up there with a
rifle. Once I wanted to dash across an
open space. [ wanted to wait until the
moment he fired so I could make it while
he worked the bolt, but I could not tell
whether the shots I heard were coming
from the Tower or from the police on the
ground.

That clean bullet 399, only slightly
warped and dented, secems too undam-
aged to have done the work attributed
to it. But it was of the hard, jacketed
variety, and I have picked soft, lead bul-
lets out of hard ground and even wood
and found them practically undamaged.
I don’t think that the pristine condition
of that bullet, while suspicious, is quite
as significant as many people think. To
me it even discredits any planted-bullet
theories. Any conspirator capable of plan-
ning and so successfully pulling off such
a wild scheme would certainly have had
the sense to plant a bullet that was at
least half-ways convincing.

Governor Connally's recollections raise
more than reasonable doubts about the
Commission's interpretation of the Zapru-
der film, at least regarding the sequence
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of shots. But if the Commision was
wrong about the shot sequence (and crit-
ics seem to find it wrong in nearly every
other instance), it the first shot missed
entirely, then Connally's recollections do
not contradict the Report’s conclusion
that both men were struck by the same
bullet. The film shows him to react to
his wound at most 1.3 seconds later than
Kennedy, and as little as a half-second
later. Even at the extreme, such a reaction
lag would not be at all impossible. And
certainly not as impossible as the notion
that a second assassin could have gotten
off his own shot to coincide so closely with
Oswald’s. Only by accepting the Report's
conclusion that the first shot hit (which
the Report makes far more tentatively
than its critics suggest), and then by
playing this off against Connally’s recol-
lection that it was the second shot that
hit him, can the plot-finders work in a
second assassin. Such fact-juggling is
worse than any done by the Commission.
Indeed, it even requires rejecting or ig-
noring the rest of Connally’s recollections,
as well as concrete medical evidence, that
the shot came from the direction of the
Texas Schoolbook Depository.

I don't think anyone disputes that a
shot came from the Depository and made
a hole in the back of Kennedy's shirt.
And if that bullet went through his body,
it virtually had to strike the man sitting
in front of him. If anyone fired a shot
from that knoll, he must have been using
blanks.

F OR ANY AMATEUR detective
the Warren Report is a gold mine of dis-

crepancies, omissions, and loose ends.
With a little digging and a good deal of
sorting, one can assemble a lot of ques-
tionable facts and gerrymander them into
an awkward plot. The existing conspiracy
theories, however, are immeasurably
worse off than the Report for contradic-
tions and amazing coincidences, so rickety
that the slightest slip-up in execution
would have foiled the entire plot. The
mastermind behind a conspiracy of such
magnitude and complexity must have been
an absolute genius with a flawless organ-
ization that made not a single mistake, or
at least managed to cover any of them
perfectly with a series of perfect crimes.
Note how cleverly they silenced Jack
Ruby! (Such omnicompetence, of course,
rules out any participation by the CIA.)
I feel fairly certain, too, that such a mas-
termind, who has so successfully eluded
detection even by the Mark Lanes, would
not have sent his man out with a battered
$12.95 surplus Italian carbine. O
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BATTER UP!

Austin

Bill Helmer knows a lot about guns (he
really is doing his dissertation on the
temmy-gun, as we noted when publishing

his piece on the sniper in the Tower, and

as three or four book publishers subse-
quently found out when they wrote and
asked him about it). Helmer's reflections
on the assassination are of interest if only
because of their surface plausibility and
because they run counter to the tenden-
cies in the national media now.

However, being plausible is not the
same thing as being convincing. Unfor-
tunately the autopsy conducted on Presi-
dent Kennedy’s body after the assassina-
tion is not “concrete medical evidence.”
Life, in its spread on the issue of whether
Governor Connally was hit by the same
bullet that hit Kennedy or by a second
one, also reported, in a very quiet corner
of their presentation, new information
which means that while the President's
bodywas being examined by doctors, none
of the doctors knew that there were bullet
holes both in his back and in the front of
his neck. Specifically, the Parkland doc-
tors did not know about the back wound;
as Life reported, the Bethesda doctors,
while they had Kennedy's body before
them, did not know about the neck wound,
which had been obliterated at Parkland
by an incision into the windpipe. Only
after their examinations were concluded
and Kennedy's body had been taken away
from them did the Bethesda doctors
learn of the wound in front of the neck.

To be certain that Life hadn’t made this
statement in error or speculatively, I
wrote and inquired, and I was assured
by Associate Editor David Nevin that,
while they could not divulge their source,
they were journalistically convinced of
the fact.

One of the questions the Warren Com-
mission failed to ask was, Why did Com-
mander Humes burn his preliminary au-
topsy notes? Now we have a basis for a
convincing explanation. The notes were
at variance with his final, written report,
because he could not have concluded, dur-
ing his examination of Kennedy's body,
that the back wound went through the
front of the neck. He didn’t know there
was a wound in the front of the neck
when he had Kennedy's body there to
examine.

This new fact must be compounded: for
the two FBI agents’ late-found, first-hand
report on the Bethesda autopsy quoted
the doctors as saying, during the examina-
tion, that the back wound was only an
inch deep and there was no path for the
bullet bevond that. Obviously this, if cor-
rect, would have to mean that, whether a
first bullet had missed or not, the bullet
that caused the back wound couldn't have
caused Connally's wounds. And in that
event, there had to be someone else firing,
as the timing of the Zapruder frames al-
most certainly establishes.

Even thus compounded, this line of

thought does not allow for the severe
problems that the conflict in the evidence
about the location of the back wound
have caused for the official explanation,
and will continue to cause until the hid-
den-away autopsy X-rays and photographs
are made available for independent in-
vestigators.

According to the Saturday Evening Post,
the Kennedys had custody of the X-rays
and photographs only for a time begin-
ning in 1965. We had been given the im-
pression, had we not, that the Kennedys
had this evidence during the time the
Warren Commission was doing its work.
To the contrary, the government did. The
Kennedys, therefore, did not prevent the
Warren Commission from seeing it; the
Kennedys didn't have it until after the
Warren Report was issued. So, at least,
says the Safurday Evening Post, which
got its information from the Treasury De-
partment. The fact that Richard Good-
win and Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., associates
of the Kennedys, have now called for a
new inquiry, considered in light of the fact
that the Kennedys had custody of the
X-rays and photographs for a time begin-
ning in 1965, does nothing to allay intense
interest in this long hidden-away evidence.

But see William Manchester's remarks
on this subject; they are recounted in
another story in this issue on page 10.

Studying the assassination has become
a highly esoteric business: For instance,
investigators are now preparing to dispute
the contention that the bullets fired into
the presidential limousine from behind
had to have come from the Depository.
There was another building, there were
other windows in it and of course other
windows in the Depository itself, in the
area from which the bullets could have
come.

Nor is the mystery of the President’s
mortal head wound itself settled. First,
the Zapruder films seems to show that the
bullet forced the President, not forward,
as a bullet from behind would, but back.
Second, very little is known about the
wound that would tell us much about
which direction it came from.

The F.B.I. investigated, on Nov. 22, a
suspect in the shooting of Officer Tippit.
An article in the Greater Philadelphia
Magazine now relates an independent in-
vestigator’s further inquiries after the do-
ings of this suspect. He was, according to
this article, appropriately dressed and
armed, and in Dallas, his whereabouts
unaccounted for, when Tippit was killed.
The suspect, the investigator relates, made
a number of statements contrary to what
the investigator had found to be the case.

None of this is any more convincing in
any definite direction than Helmer's argu-
ments (or, for instance, those in News-
week, with which Helmer-in gist agrees).
The difficulty is precisely this, that none
of the evidence is conclusive in any direc-
tion. That is why we need a new investiga-
tion. R. D.




Tower and Bush

Since his election, Sen. John Tower has
resumed his hawkishness about the war.
However, this need not be taken as evi-
dence on the face of it that Tower will
make book with the California nut, Ron-
ald Reagan, on the Republicans’ presi-
dential nomination in 1968. The fact that
Tower and Reagan have conferred means
nothing in itself, either. Reagan will of
course keep California’s delegates under
his own control. Tower may be trying to
form a Texas-Southern bloc of his own;
in any case Tower can keep the Texas del-
egates out of a pool with Reagan's if
Tower so wishes. Tower is right-wing,
but he is a political cynic, too, and he may
well understand that to win, the Repub-
licans must be more moderate on the
war than Johnson. They cannot be both
hawk and dove at once and expect to be
listened to.

Meanwhile, what's George Bush going
to do? He defeated Frank Briscoe by
presenting himself openly as more mod-
erate than the blood-and-guts, right-wing
Democrat. As Houston's congressman and
as a strong finisher against Senator Yar-
borough, Bush's status among the Repub-
licans approaches, and under some cir-
cumstances could exceed, Tower's, Will
Bush induce Tower to moderate his pre-
sidential politics? If Tower is putting in
with the spoiler, Reagan, will Bush carve
out his own course and divide the Texas
Republicans? Interesting questions.

Johnson’s Prison

As politics, President Johnson's pro-
gram for a 309 increase in social securi-
ty benefits is a shrewd maneuver to woo
older voters at a time when his Great
Society programs suffer from a tax in-
sufficiency and when his and his party's
popularity is waning limply toward 1968.
As policy, however, the Social Security in-
crease is good in itself.

Why, the President wonders, don’t peo-
ple like him? He has wanted to be liked,
to be a great President. But as Lippman
says, Johnson cannot blame anyone but
himself for the situation he is in. He made
the mistakes of deliberate escalation and
aerial bombardment in Vietnam; they
flowed from his fixations and values. And
even if he is really trying to build a Great
Society in Asia before we get a good start
on the one at home, by forcing his ideas
on Asians he is committing what Arthur
Schlesinger, Jr., calls “sentimental impe-
rialism.”

Johnson's concern for the poor has al-
ways wavered between sentimentalism
and commitment. He forgets this concern

when his own career and reputation re-
quire it; when he can and it helps his
own career and reputation, he comes on
with it like gangbusters. The social se-
curity increase is a case in point.

He proposes to raise the lower limit
of taxable income all the way up- to in-
comes of more than $10,000. This would
make the social security system more
progressive, base it much more on the
principle of ability t6 pay; and since busi-
ness must match personal contributions
to social security dollar for dollar, the
progressive feature is doubled in import.
In addition, social security benefits would
be increased to offset inflation, which is
cruelest of all to older people. An old cou-
ple who thriftily socked away $5 in 1940
now find that it will buy only $1.85 worth
of groceries. This makes sweet and gentle
old people bitter and angry.

The disaster of Johnson's presidency is
that he has so alienated each major area
of the electorate in some vital way, pro-
grams that appeal to any given segment
do not suffice to restore their confidence
in him. Liberals are alienated by the war;
by the napalming of human beings in
what has clearly become an American
colonial enterprise. Conservatives are ali-
enated by the Great Society, war-starved
as it is, and of course by such proposals
as the social security increase. Individu-
als of disparate politics are put off by
having been told so many lies. Driven by
his anti-communist succubus, Johnson not
only is missing being a great president,
which he could have been. Because of the
Dominican Republic and Vietnam, be-
cause of the total primacy of foreign pol-
icy on any sane scale of values in the nu-
clear age, he is already, as of now, our
worst president of this century—worse
than Teddy Roosevelt, worse than Hard-
ing, worse than Hoover, worse than Eisen-
hower. Yet the paradoxes continue. If he
could turn the key to his prison of poli-
cy — a prison of his own making, the
key ring there in his hand—and let him-
self and the world out of it at once, he
might still recoup an honored place in
history.

Passing The Day

What do you say about a napalmed
child?

Did you see the picture of these child-
ren in the current Ramparis? And a
mother lay on the ground, her bandaged
hand held high, suckling her baby.

I wandered, Sunday morning, up and
down the University Drag in Austin.

At the University Methodist Church,
Dr. William Morgan was sermonizing on
the claim on every man. I was not wear-
ing a tie, and did not go in.

At the University Baptist Church, Dr.
Blake Smith was sermonizing on His
blood cries to me from the ground. You
can sit on the red velvet steps at the back
ol the church, outside the double doors,
and hear on the public address system.

Cain slew his brother Abel, and God
came and asked Cain, where is your broth-
er? And Cain lied, and asked God, Am 1
my brother's keeper? And God answered
with silence. But God said your brother's
blood cries to me from the ground.

No, Dr. Smith said, you are not your
brother's keeper; you are your brother’s
brother.

Take, Dr. Smith said, Vietnam. What-
ever, he said, the military and political
considerations, we must keep ourselves
sensitized to what God told Cain, Your
brother's blood cries to me from the
ground. In Vietnam, Dr. Smith said, our
brother’s blood cries to us from the
ground.

The other night my wife asked me how
napalm works. (Do you know, dear Texas
liberal?) I explained that it sticks to the
skin, you can’t get it off, and it burns
your skin off. I said how horrible to do
that to a child. She said yes to a child,
but also to anyone.

Nat Hentoff has a piece in the current
Evergreen Review about the internation-
ally ratified principle of Nuremberg, that
no one has to obey a criminal order. It
was a piece full of despair. What do I do?
I do this, I do that. These things continue.
What do I do? This is what he kept ask-
ing.

Karl Jaspers said, I believe in The Ques-
tion of German Guilt, that he is guilty
because, while others were murdered en
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masse, he survived. I am guilty by still
being alive.

Anyone who
risks nothing.

In Novelists on Novelists, however, Re-
becca West says that it's just as senti-
mental for Tolstoy to n anipulate his
novel to make us submit to the primitive
sense of guilt as it is for Charlotte Bronte
to gush around for the high society read-
€rs.

The difference between sentiment and
sentimentality is the difference between
love and lies. This is a difference worth
some time.

The other day I cut down the bamboo
stand in my, back yard. I used a claw-
tooth hand saw, down close to the ground,
scraping my knuckles on stumps and
rocks. I care about the bamboo because
it is in my yard.

These thoughts don't [it together, you
say? And probably H. Mewhinney will
chide me again for not getting the quo-
tations exact. Some Spaniard, I think
Unamuno, (but I am not sure of that,
Mr. Mewhinney), said one should not al-
ways be checking his quotations to get
them exact; it's more interesting what a
man remembers than what it was exact-
lv in the original.

And how wvain, that we expect our
thoughts to be reasoned, like arithmetic,
and logical, like a vase. The day arrives
and casts over its contents, snowy pearl-
grev. Here we are,

Thi’ll Kill Ya

Bob Bass telephoned the other night
at 1 am. He had to leave town just after
daybreak to go to Canada.

The state representative from DeKalb
explained that he is re-introducing his
equal shooting rights bill. The Canadian
Broadcasting System had telephoned him;
they wanted him to fly up to Toronto, at
their expense, of course, to tape a half-
hour nationwide broadcast about it. It's
not every day a boy from DeKalb gets a
free trip to Toronto. Bob wanted some
stuff we'd run on his bill in 1965, so we
got it for him.

The equal shooting rights bill is based
on the sound principle that what's fair
for you is fair for me. This is a great
principle, and anybody who opposes the
equal shooting rights bill is opposing,
therefore, this great principle.

At Texas law if a husband catches a
wife in bed with her lover, or almost in

risks less than himself
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bed with her lover, or so as it looks like
she ‘has just got out of bed with her
lover, the husband can kill the lover. Bob
thinks this is unfair, and surely we all
must agree. To get our moral principles
back on a sound basis, Bob's bill makes

it legal for the wife to kill her husband’s
lover, too.

I am not sure, however, how all this is
going to strike the Canadians. They have
a lot of Frenchmen up there, and all
that. R. D.

In My Opinion

No, Thank You

Needing about $100 to clean up some
bills, I decided to borrow the money from
a loan company with whom I had dealt,
in desperation, a vear and a half before.
I still owed seven payments of $61 each,
§427, on the old note. I figure I'd extend
the loan by two pavments, finishing it off
in nine months.

Why don’t vou just make the loan for
a vear, my smiling loan counselor coun-
seled? That way, he said, the payments
will drop to $50 and, beside, it's so much
easier to work out on our charts. Great.
It was done.

Not until I was back home did I finally
get around to multiplying $50 by 12 and,
coming up with $600, realize that although
I had borrowed only $85 (the closest I
could conveniently come to $100 on the
company's charts) I had added to my
indebtedness by $173.

Back to the loan company. Let’s take
this again from the top, I suggested, Let
me borrow the $85 as a transaction dis-
tinct from my original loan. No, I was
told, state law limits a customer to just
one account. I gave them back their $85
check; that kind of help can kill you.

Is there a law that limits a borrower to
a single account? Why? In my alienation
from Texas financial circles, I nastily sus-
pect that if such a law does exist it is to
keep coolies like me in hock through
flipped.loans. Flipping is the practice of
making a customer a new loan when he
still owes a balance on an old one. In so
doing they don't lop off very much of the
interest on the old loan. In my case they
somehow worked it out that as of that
day my principal outstanding was $414,
$13 less than I would pay them over the
following seven months. I had figured my
principal then was around $355, but like
I say, I'm alienated.

OK, then they add the $85 I asked for
and then figure in some more interest on
both the $414 (a sum that, as I calculate,
already includes much interest) and the
$85. Interest on top of interest. Nice. Plus
four bucks credit life insurance (which
they get a piece of), plus another $20 for
disabilitv protection (ditto).

Oh how they must clap each other on
the backs when somebody like me walks
out the door.

T.C.A. Lives

There already is a Texas Consumers
Assn. In the Dec. 30 Observer I had, while

discussing auto insurance, suggested the
need for such a group. B. Joe Colwell, a
University of Texas economics professor,
is its president. The T.S.A. was organized
last September.

In view of my grumblings, above, about
consumer loans, I am pleased to note that
the association shares my concern and
has issued a leaflet that urges repeal of a
section of the state law that “regulates”

-loans of less than $100. It is reported that

interest on such loans can range up to
320%. If you are interested in this prob-
lem the leaflet is available by writing the
T.C.A. at Box 12292, Capitol Station, Aus-
tin, 78711.

The association is doing work now on
grocery prices, which as you no doubt
realize have been getting a bit steep lately.
If vou are interested in supporting the
T.CA'’s work, memberships are in
amounts of $3, $10, and $25 for individ-
uals, $25, $30, and $500 for groups.

More than 350 delegates from across the
state attended the organizational meeting
last fall. If membership becomes large
enough the association could become a
significant force in Texas.

Lone Star Psychosis

San Antonio’s HemisFair seems to be a
tourist trap designed by Chamber of Com-
merce-type boosters for their own eco-
nomic and political advantages, to be
financed by public (and some private)
funds while great human needs are going
unmet in that city and throughout Texas.
If this is a just analysis, there may none-
theless be one hope, at least, for partial
redemption — perhaps justifying spend-
ing some of the $10 million of state tax
funds for the fair.

Surviving HemisFair will be the Insti-
tute of Texan Culture, whose guiding
spirit will be R. Henderson Shuffler, the
director of the Texana programs at the
University of Texas. If the words that
Shuffler spoke last week before a legisla-
tive committee are given meaning in
reality, the institute will discover and tell
the story of the true Texas. Perhaps at
long last therapy can be begun to purge
that state's psvche of the Lone Star Psy-
chosis that has too long prevailed. Shuf-
fler is an expert in Texas history and has
achieved adequate grasp of the full meas-
ure of that subject, it seems, to realize
that Texana is more than spurs, six-shoot-
ers, oil, and cattle. "We have,” he said to
the legislators, “too long told the
Texas story in terms of the Southern




Anglo-American, who came [to this state]
as a planter, a cowboy, or just looking for
a fight. This isn’t the whole story of Texas,
nor of its people. [There are] many ethnic
groups who know something of their con-
tributions, but seldom see them men-
tioned.”

Shuffler points out that evidence has
been found that at least 25 ethnic or na-
tional groups have contributed to Texas'
society and culture. “It is interesting to
note,” he says, “that there were more na-
tives of England at the Alamo than na-
tives of Virginia; that only two native
Texans, one of Mexican ancestry and the
other the son of a Corsican, signed our
Declaration of Independence. This Capitol
Building of ours, designed in the shape of
a Greek Cross, was built by a contractor
with a German name, working for a syn-
dicate which was financed by the English
and Irish. The stone-cutters were import-
ed from Scotland, much of the labor force
was Irish and the ornamental scroll-work
was designed and cast by Czechs. At least
909 of the statuary on the Capitol
grounds was created by a Texan of Italian
birth; that in the rotunda by an Austrian
of German ancestry. No one knows who
created the heroic figure of Liberty atop
the dome, but myth attributes it to a Bel-
gian.”

Texas has, Shuffler continued, "many
towns of true Germanic flavor, many with
the Mexican style, and the missions built
by Spain are all about us. What fewer
people realize is that we also have the
oldest Polish settlement in North America,
a village where pure Danish is spoken
regularly, a cluster of Norse settlements
with all the flavor of the old country, and
a variety of other spots where the es-
sence of an older culture is visibly pre-
served within the new. There is even a
perfect Russian house in the village of
Dubina, and a trioc of towns, Moscow,
Unalaska, and Sebastopol, on the Trinity,
which bear the marks of earlv Russian
immigration in that area.

Shuffler goes on: "We have in Texas
today a tremendous interest and a vast ig-
norance of the truth of our history. This
ironic and tragic situation arises from the
fact that you can't compete, in an ortho-
dox museum or classroom, or even in a
textbook or scholarly journal, with radio,
television, the movies and popular maga-
zines, for the interest and attention of the
vast majority of the public — and par-
ticularly that of our children.

“The result is that most Texans have
absorbed the phony myths perpetuated by
the popular modern media. They think of
early Texans as a bunch of hell-roaring
bumpkins in buckskin who came brawling
across the frontier, who shoved the In-
dians and Mexicans out, and settled down
to shooting each other at high noon in
front of the village saloon. They are apt
to picture the typical modern Texan as a
loud-mouthed wheeler-dealer in blue-jeans
and big hat, who fell into a barrel of oil
and came up smelling like a millionaire.
These are the popular conceptions of

Texans in too many parts of the globe —
and tragically, they are often the concep-
tions our own children learn and set out
to imitate.

“It seems to be about time to tell the
truth about Texans, early and late. The
truth happens to be just as colorful, just
as fascinating, and tremendously more
self-respecting than the myth. We need
to use the modern means of communica-
tion, to tell the truth as effectively as we
have the myth.”

After HemisFair closes, the institute can
become the focal peoint of existing pro-
grams of collecting and studying records
of state history, Shuffler says. It could pro-
duce films for classrooms and TV, film-
strips and slide shows, historical pamph-
lets and books; it could collect, catalog,
and produce copies of pictures of historic
significance that are scattered throughout
the state; a central index of Texas docu-
ments, letters, newspapers, and relics
could be established. Exhibits at the in-
stitute's building could be focused on a
wide variety of subjects and groups
through the years; materials produced
could be made available for distribution
throughout the state.

“This is the opportunity which our in-
vestment at the HemisFair offers,” Shuff-
ler says, to broaden the dissemination of
the real Texas story, making more and
more people aware of the real-life drama.
“History, after all,” Shuffler believes, “is
the product and property of the people.
When it is the concern of historians only,
it is as wasted as a religion practiced by
theologians alone.”

The institute is to be operated by the
Texas Tourist Development Agency. This
could be a mistake; there is danger that
the serious work that we Texans need
so badly from such an institute could be
diluted by considerations of promoting
tourism. Let learning about Texas be the
central function of the institute, not draw-
ing more tourists into our midst. Why not
make it part of the University of Texas
system, perhaps as part of Shuffler’s Tex-
ana programs set-up?
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BOOKPLATES 5
FREE CATALOGUE—Many beautiful designs.
Special designing too. Address EBOOKFPLATES,
Yellow Springs 24, Ohlo.

Wanted to rent, on the lake or secluded some-
where near Austin, shack or house not in use,
mid-February to summer, for writer to work in.
Write Box A, Texas Observer, 504 West 24th
5t., Austin,

MEN SHOULD MAKE EAEIES

NOT KILL THEM

Write for information on draft resistance, tax
refusal, pacifism. Send 10c for yeur copy of
“Up Tight With The Draft.” Send §1 for special
“draft packet” that includes a copy of Hand-
book for C. O.'s. Write: War Resisters League,
Dept. U, 5 Beekman St., New York City 10038.

BOOKS
William Manchester's THE DEATH OF A
PRESIDENT will be published in April. The
publisher reports that advance orders are run-
ning unusually high. To reserve a copy place
vour order now with Garner & Smith Book-
store, 2116 Guadalupe, Austin, Texas. §10.00.

On License Plates

Operators of passenger cars will be un-
willing advertisers of the San Antonio fair
during 1968, when the state will issue li-
cense plates adorned with the slogan
“HemisFair 1968.” A Dallas legislator,
John Field, has complained that we have-
n't advertised the State Fair of Texas on
license plates, so why plug the San An-
tonio fair? There is evidence that some of
the lawmakers from Dallas are jealous of
HemisFair, but Field has a point.

A more important question, however,
is the propriety of forcing Texas motor-
ists to advertise an affair from which
only a few will profit. There was no legis-
lative debate about the license plate slo-
gan; the decision was simply made and an-
nounced by the Highway Commission. A
couple of years back New York put a
World’s Fair slogan on its plates. A motor-
ist there objected to plugging somebody
else’s product; he went to court and won
a decision that required the state to pro-
vide him a set of plates without any ad-
vertising.

Hmmm. G. 0.

Social Changes Needed

Editor & Publisher, the national
journalistic trade publication, pub-
lished a feature on the Observer in its
Jan. 21 issue. The story reviews the
principles and activities of the paper
at some length and concludes that the
Observer will never be faulted for not
trving to make changes in society.
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LATITUDES will have John Howard Griffin, Mark
Van Doren, Thomas Merton, Elroy Bode, Ronnie
Dugger, fiction, poetry, art, photos, reviews in
No. 1 this month. Quarterly at $3 a year. 6102
Sherwood, Houston 77021.
Editor Robert Bonazzi: "‘We're
poor.”
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PROFESSORS

Your students can receive a semes-
ter’'s subscription to the Texas Ob-
server, if ten or more of them sub-
scribe and the papers can be delivered
in one packet to you, for the special
classroom price of §1.50 per student.

As a bonus we will include, for
each student subscribing, the double-
sized issue on J. Frank Dobie or, as
long as the supply lasts, this issue and
the December 30th issue on auto in-
surance.

Send your orders, specifying your
bonus choice, to Sarah Payne, Busi-
ness Manager, Texas Observer, 504
West 24th, Austin, Texas, 78705.
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A COMMUNICATION

A funny thing happened to me recently
on the way back to Texas. A short
two-day trip to Washington, D.C., was
winding up, and I found myself in a cab
on the way to National Airport, Traffic
was light and I arrived with an hour or
so to kill. The bar at North Terminal was
full, so T had begun walking toward the
Main Terminal when I noticed a crowd
gathered at one of the gates. There seemed
to be about 200 people watching the ap-
proach of a plane off in the distance. 1
went out and blended in. “Who are we
waiting for?” I asked someone. “"Senator
Douglas.”

There were numerous placards and a
few large, home-made banners welcoming
the aging and defeated warrior of the
Senate back to Washington. The plane
landed, and ordinary mortals began
emerging from the front exit. Then ap-
plause, and the snowy-haired Senator
from Illinois appeared at the rear of the
airplane. In the flesh he looked exactly
as I had pictured him. He is wise and
imposing in appearance; yet he is distinc-
tively human. Recognizably a man, not

ﬂ
Unfinished Crusade

In the New York Times of Dec. 6,
Paul Douglas, defeated for re-election
as the U.S. Senator from Illinois,
said:

"One of the regrets of my life is
that I am not going to have the op-
portunity to carry on a crusade
against the tax loopholes. I had hoped
to wage war against the gas and oil
depletion allowances.” O
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just a legend. His face showed gratitude
and stoicism. He was moved by the dem-
onstration, but he realized that it was be-
cause he was making his last official re-
turn. He moved slowly into the crowd,
shaking hands and exchanging greetings
with none of the impatience and feigned
solicitude of political campaigning. The
crowd included many Negroes, mostly
elderly, and the Retail Clerks Union was
there in force.

The ebb and flow of the crowd had
moved me to within a few feet of him.
Again there was a burst of applause from
somewhere behind me, in the direction
of the lobby. Turning around, I blinked at
what I saw: the Vice-President was com-
ing toward me, grinning warmly at Sen-
ator Douglas. The two men embraced
with emotion. The surges and noises of
the crowd prevented my hearing what
they said to each other. Humphrey, in
contrast with Douglas, was unnatural
looking. His face appeared too bronze,
his eyes too sharp, his hair too neat. He
shook hands as though he was shifting
the gears of a car. He gazed with a fixed,
glassy smile into the crowd, but at no one
in particular, even when he was greeting
a particular person. Whereas Douglas
looked like a college professor (which he

!
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Dialogue

once was and now will be again), Humph-
rey was the gleaming image of the modern
politician.

I was overcome by this sight—only a
few [eet awav—ofl these two senators I
had respected so much during the Con-
gressional battles of the fifties. What we
used to call “people’s senators,” Humph-
rev and Douglas were heroes of young
idealists a decade ago, but they are not
of todav's. Both have made their peace
with the status quo. Humphrey seems to
have gone all the way with LBJ; Douglas
this vear was finally able to reconcile his
reform politics and traditional indepen-
dence with the full support of the Cook
County machine. Both men support the
Administration’s war in Vietnam. But I
noticed that some people were crying.
Not sobbing, just tears rolling down
cheeks. Senator Douglas was leaving the
Senate! T had never seen him before, but
there was a lump in my throat, too. I
knew that he was one of the great men in
the history of the country, one of the most
distinguished senators ever to serve. I
knew this in one way, from what I had
read about his liberal leadership in the

Senate and in Illinois, and I knew it in a
different way, by being there at the air-
port when he made his final return.

James Simons,

1606 Palma Plaza,

Austin, Tex.
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Let Adults Fight the War

If we adults, who have fattened and
prospered on the Cold War and now reap
the profits from the Viet Nam War, wish
to promote our military economy and con-
tinue to thrive on the blood of others, let
us take up our arms and go forth to
battle those who would deny us further
exploitation. Let us not pin the burden on
our 18 or 19 vear old sons, who had noth-
ing to do with the mess we have made for
them; who were raised on Strontium-90
in their formulas and have grown up un-
der the threat of extinction we bought
with our taxes. What do they owe us?
Contempt?—Mrs. Lee Dresh, 2200 Midway,
Mesquite, Tex.

The Mystic Circle

So what happened? We stood on the
rosy-pink steps of the state capitol and we
looked into the steel-cast eyes ol our
cromium-plated governor and the fierce
daring-stares of the policemen who must
have suspected we possessed concealed
battering rams or catapults with which
to storm the bastion. . . .

And what did the Secretary of State
[Dean Rusk] see? A handful of rabble-in-

placards. What should he have seen? A

multitude, but they weren’t there. What
did he hear? A chanted truism: It ain’t
nice to kill little kids.

Today's [Jan. 26] demonstration was an
exercise in futility; but we are all ac-
customed to that, perhaps a little too
accustomed to it. Perhaps we have been
captivated by the idea of being the valiant
minority, the downtrodden, the lonely
keepers of the truth. Perhaps we have
come to feel that we have failed unless
we are opposed on every side, attacked,
vilified. If this is so, if we consciously
court defeat, then we are going nowhere,
while the war is headed everywhere and
everywhen and every-how and -who. . . .

What I am suggesting is something that
many of you won't like and may find
entirely too radical to swallow. The word,
my friends, I'm afraid, is to move out of
the mystic circle and into the world where
the work is needed, the world where the
war is going on. Admit that non-hippies
can be a source of power. Teach them;
lead them; and use them. "Conversion
without alienation,” should be the cry,
and we should be willing to use every
trick available in order to bring it about.
That is, of course, if we really want the
war in Viet Nam to end.

Sara Clark, 502 West 18th, Austin, Tex.




