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Higher education, if any, in Texas has
been on my mind, and I intend to say
something about its fraudulent and con-
stipated character—but not here. A de-
scription of how the youthful truth seek-
ers, if any, at Texas colleges are exposed
to nonfunction directed by nonpeople
with inflated titles deserves further ex-
amination and thought before exposing
the disaster to the immortality of print.

My attention at this moment is turned
to what is being written in Texas, espe-
cially to what is being written in a three-
issue-old quarterly here at the University
of Texas at Arlington, and I shall men-
tion as an example the hatchet piece by
“a right wing New Orleans lawyer” (an
editor's words) on Willie Morris' North
Toward Home. Morris, editor of Harper's
and lion of London, New York, Austin
and Fort Worth salons, scarcely needs
defense against the kibitzers and heck-
lers at the table where fame is the name
of the game. Texas, however, is dead-
locked between an anti-intellectual fear
on the part of those who lead it in ma-
terial endeavor and the chances for in-
tellectual growth on the part of all citi-
zens: the state needs an ally of men who
can rise above party. Texas needs writ-
ers and it needs journals at its universi-
ties to light a candle in the Great Dark.
The quarterly at the University of Texas
at Arlington was conceived with this hope.

Texas has good writing men — some
of the best now dead though their words
are with us. Dobie and Webb and Bedi-
chek wrote in the best grain of American
timber: “man thinking” and believing
that the “sun also shines on us.!' They
cut trails by which Texas writers can find
a way for themselves: an identity, an
understanding, a harmony for themselves
and their people in immedijate facts and
myths, Such is the purpose of all study
and expression; but in the goose-step of
our public learning the goal gets lost,
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tramped on and marched over somewhere
between driver education and tryouts for
twirling.

The three writers, each in his way,
achieved a happy union of observation,
analysis and imagination. They lived and
wrote as full men. They were never the
slaves of fear of neighbors or of govern-
ment or of loss of their jobs or holdings.
They never published in order not to
perish or to starve on the payroll of a
university. They wrote to explain and
enrich the life that they met head on.

OTHER TEXANS have also
written well in The Texas Observer, The

Tom Sutherland

Southwest Review and Publications of
the Texas Folklore Sociely, in books and
magazines published in New York and
in the Texas big dailies and country news-
papers. The Texas city press—although
it. is a kept institution as mindless as
television, radio, church or school — has
been a laboratory for talent when talent
was there; and like the other media and
institutions it has had its moments of
achievement. Houston and Dallas have
had columnists who deserve a chance to
turn their gifts to something more than
amusing the readers with some oddity at
their breakfast coffee. Crume of Dallas
and Mewhinney of Houston, for instance,
are unexcelled at writing when they get
hold of an idea,

There is also much voung talent—such
as Dugger, Morris, Brammer, McMurtry,
to name but a few—who are having their
say, sayving it well and often with spirit
and conviction. If there is anything wrong
with them, it is that they went to col-
lege and took courses in writing and liter-
ature. But there is not much wrong with
them that time won't improve. The Mor-
rises and the Duggers are the voices of
Texas, take it or leave it.

Practically mute throughout the land
are the large stables of young and older

professors who could throw light on the
world we live in and on the values to be
found in it. They don't because they are
kept busy with trivia, called research,
which they read at meetings to bored col-
leagues or publish in journals that no-
body reads because it is unreadable, be-
ing written without desire and only to
satisfy publish-or-perish policies of their
indifferent masters. There they stand in
a hundred doll houses or hang portrayed
upon the wall like a last duchess, coun-
try Cromwells and village Miltons, wait-
ing for an elegy in a college graveyard.

NOW COMES The Arlington
Quarterly, a new and handsome publica-
tion edited on this third floor where I
sit in what not long ago was Grubbs Vo-
cational Academy and is today seething
with the planning and politics of a pow-
er vacuum; for in the center of this mush-
rooming Dallas-Fort Worth complex, the
University of Texas at Arlington may one
day overshadow the university at Austin.

The history of this publication is in-
triguing, to me at least, chiefly because
I have witnessed The Arlington Quarterly
wander off the course I hoped for: rea-
soned good writing that reveals our place
and time. If I do not mention names it
is with the hope that any of those per-
sons who may feel responsible for the
bugs in this rocket will be able to do bet-
ler without embarrassment,

Developments were as follows. I urged
Duncan Robinson, the head of the Eng-
lish department, a good man and also an
excellent writing talent, that we should
publish a magazine or review where read-
ers might be illuminated by any lights
hidden wunder bushels. North Texas
seemed a good place to start looking for
writing. The area has a large and grow-
ing population, many scholars, teachers,
merchants, politicians, actors, carpenters
masons, ethnic minorities divorcees and
drunks in rich variety. Isn't this about
what Athens had in its palmy days, or
London or Paris or Madrid or Rome?
There is no doubt that we have more
people than those places had when the
human spirit boomed there, if you count




feet instead of heads. Surelv we could
publish to the general profit, whether
guided by Socrates, the Humble Master
or the lonley dialogue that every man car-
ries on with his own soul.

Duncan was for it; you could never
guess why — unless you teach in his de-
partment. Like Hemingway's guerrilla
Pablo, his only ideology was that he could
save his people—that is, by pointing to
their names printed beneath titles, he
could save the jobs of the teachers in his
department who know how to teach. For
(ponder this) being able to teach is the
talent of least interest to the muddled
automatons who govern higher education
in Texas; but an article on the punctua-
tion of a poet is enough for an ovation,
promotion in rank and raise in salary,
Students be damned to dull trivialists;
administrators don’t have to hear their
lectures, they just listen to their flattery
over, say, a game of golf,

The head of the English department
went about holding private conferences
and committee meetings with everybody
—including the social sciences and the
librarian. Most everybody was made un-
happy by the idea: it wasn’t his. Any-
one might have supposed that a good
idea for an obscure college in a raw and
ignorant frontier might be applauded,
encouraged, supported—that is, any op-
timist who didn’t know the people in-
volved.

There was, instead, a tendency to pout
—and if you have not seen a doctor of

philosophy pout while meeting with his
fellows inan almost empty classroom, his
glasses rellecting the declining rays of
the sun, vou have not been wilness to
the [full-blown positive power of pout-
ing. Obstacles and the improbabilities of
success were the. theme that occurred
most easily to these learned men. Social
scientists remarked against the import-
ance of articles written by English pro-
fessors, who replied with hauteur,

Duncan, who is generous to a fault and
worries unless evervbody is happy, of-
fered the magazine privately and separ-
ately to everybody. This is not the way
to a final settlement of anything; but
his intentions were the best, and if there
were space here or any point in it, I
would praise them further.

When he asked me to participate in
the publication, I replied that I would do
so if I were in a position of independence
from committee control. My interest in
editing had begun to frazzle, as I ob-
served the petty power ploys of insecure
faculty members. Furthermore, I believed
that editing, like fatherhood, was not
committee work. I said that if I edited,
[ did not want much advice; Duncan's
was about all. Duncan looked elsewhere
for editors. Those he found looked to
Dallas for funds and to Dixie for ideas,
which is not necessarily bad—it has just
turned out to be so in this case.

LE'I‘ US examine the contents
of its first three issues. Is there anything
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on Texas, its history, hope. art or writ-
ing in these covers? Hardlv—that would
be too understandable, peasantwise.
(Steve Turner has a . Fort Worth story
and Sandra Myvres an article on ranch cul-
ture.) By the third issue most of the
quarterly has become a meringue of the
sort ol trivia that occupies the time of
English teachers who are required to
publish: a maggoty derivation of the bet-
ter writers, words without the spirit from
the anthologies. On the whole it is the
kind of imported, watery, blue-John fraud
that the children of this land suffer
through under the deadening bureau-
cratic machine that bears the mistaken
name of education, It is not all that bad
—just most of it.

Good poetry is hard to find, let us
point out, in behalf of the editors; and
bad poetry is worse than anything, even
bad whisky. I will quote one of the hap-
pier verses in the last issue. On page 107
you can read:

vivat amor in idea,

ne divulgetur opere.

vivam tuus, vive mea,

nec properemus temere!
This is truly noble, and the children of
the plain people of Texas, who come in
droves of Volkswagens to the campus,
should be cheered to know that such
wisdom and beauty is made available to
them, even though the idea of love may
have occurred to them independently.

If they wish to flip over from medeival
Latin to English, on page 279 they will
find under the title, “On Contemplating
Corlon,” a metric rendition of another
feeling—or rather lack of any.

There was a time I thought me real,
The heart burned, the nerves could feel.
Now all has hardened in a block,
Symmetric, slick as bogus rock.
Eye [inds it satisfactory, but
Something is gone. Who can say what?
Well, it rhymes considerably. And I hope
the lady who wrote it gets well. Her state-
ment contains a great truth if you apply
it to the publication in which it appears.

The trouble with most of the writers
for The Arlington Quarterly is that they
are posing in writing instead of writing;
they are composing out of the social ne-
cessity or ambition to be writers rather
than out of a compulsion to take hold
of some siren truth that haunts them
and pin it hip and spine to the desert
floor. The reason for their trouble is
not always that as people they are too
phony to do anything but gesture, The
world in which thev endeavor to survive
makes fraudulent demands and punishes
anyone who tries to tell or live the truth.
Men should be busy, not think. They
should say “ves” as a way of life. The
stacks of our libraries are filling up with
pages that no one wished to write and
which, in most cases, are not worth read-
ing: Some of the titles are more boring
than the content and most of the content
is more boring than the idea, if you can
ever get at it, Here is a sentence from
“The Fallacy of the Practicality of Liberal
Arts Education':

The 'Dark Ages' view that man’s proper end
was the glorification of God through the perfec-
tion of sell made acceptable the undeniable [act




that there are many ways to the realization of
the potential self, even as there are many indi-
viduals seeking perfection — that the liberal
training of the capable mind is not a special
privilege in any way other than those so
schooled have been graced by special abilities.

If you do not immediately understand
this sentence, do not despair. It may not
be your fault. I worked on it for a long
time. I tackled "The Fallacy of the Prac-
ticality of Liberal Arts,” rested, waited
until I felt better, tried again. I found
it harder than Medieval Latin, I awoke
one morning, believed my mind was clear
and tore into the Fallacy again. It came
to me at last by extrasensory perception:
The Fallacy is to teach anyone who is
not " “graced by special abilities.” The
white man who wrote this while waiting
for the realization of self and seeking per-
fection in Georgia may have special abili-
ties but they are not revealed in his ex-
position of who deserves an education.

The writers are largely from the Old
South, a worthy place in many ways,
fertile in writers that have given us our
best literature. For this reason, the short-
comings of The Arlington Quarterly are
more intolerable.

MORE READABLE and less tol-
erable is another piece in the issue just
out titled, “"Willie's Gall is Divided into
Three Parts, a Consideration of North
Towards [sic] Home, by Willie Morris.”
Here we are not treated to a pale pro-
jection of Faulkner, Lawrence Durrell or
T. S. Eliot, but to the long, hairy finger
of George Corley Wallace. The spirit
among the clubmen of New York that
writhed at the politics of kinsman Frank-
lin Roosevelt has immigrated into the
magnolias by the bayous. There is noth-
ing so detestable as a cousin who has re-
thought the assumptions of the family.

You may not have read North Toward
Home. It is the autobiography of Willie
Morris, aged 33, in which he describes
his childhood and early youth in Missis-
sippi, his plastic years in Texas as edi-
tor of the college paper at Austin and
editor of The Texas Observer and his re-
cent years in New York as editor of Har-
per's. People who live south or west of
the Hudson, and I am one of them, are
inclined to think that northeast is not
the direction of home. Stanley Walker
was in New York for a long editorial life
and ended up thinking that Mason coun-
ty, Texas, was home. But these are older
people. At thirty, Walker and millions of
other Americans on the rise thought New
York was home.

In any case, I think Willie Morris has
succeeded in making 'a statement of
American experience that reveals and dig-
nifies the present mind of our youth
mote than any other book, and it seems
to me that the present mind of our youth
is worth considering. Other reviewers at
home and abroad have also liked Mor-
ris’ book.

Difference of opinion is to be wel-
comed anywhere it makes sense, The con-
sideration of North Toward Home pub-
lished in The Arlington Quarterly differs
radically from other reviews, but very

little of it is valid. Its main message is
uninformed, untrue, extreme and, I sus-
pect, intended as a political axe rather
than for honest examination of the book.
Its central theme is that Morris has too
much to say about Negroes. This is
pressed as some strange obsession. In
fact, the writer has so much to say about
Negroes in Morris" book that he seems
more strangely obsessed than Morris. In
the 17 pages of his "consideration” he
calls attention 36 times to Morris’ re-
marks on Negroes. The Morris book deals
with three areas of our country where
Negroes are numerous, but having them
mentioned thirty-odd times seems too
much for this New Orleans attorney.

The essay draws to a close, ad homi-
nem, by accusing Morris of several bad
things: He is not a Southerner. He has
been “misappropriated by the profes-
sional, liberal intelligensia.” "“He is the
frontman, the mouthpiece, for the mono-
tonous and superficial diatribes against
the South by way of New York.” He him-
self is guilty of what he calls the “Man-
hattan Mind, rejecting civility as a sub-
stantial quality, void of tolerant and for-
giving understanding; without any se-
rious concern with real human beings in
real situations and in struggle with them-
selves and the world; devising phony and
momentarily fashionable measures of
‘values’."” The lawyer goes further. Mor-
ris has a personal axe to grind, he over-
compensates for having been poor, he
studied hard in school not because he
loved to learn but because he was on the
make.

No one T know would agree with these
judgements. Morris is a civilized man. I
asked him recently how he reached the
top in New York. He thought the ques-
tion over and said he didn’t know. But
I believe that perhaps Mississippi and
Texas decided they didn't want to listen
to talented, sensitive and thoughtful
young men long before Willie decided to
leave.

BUT LET US leave Willie and
his New Orleans critic and take up the
larger issue of what gets published in
Texas. 3

Here is a magazine that I encouraged.
My name is printed as "advisory editor”
without my being asked. A piece I wrote
on teaching—a rather mild, benevolent
statement that a teacher must love his
students to be successful and that he
must try to teach his school's administra-
tion—was seen in draft, was requested
by the editors and while I was out of
the country was mailed back with the in-
credible statement that the editors were
not sure who the administration was go-
ing to be and they were afraid to publish
what thev had asked for. Now I pick up
the third issue of this bold journey into
light and discover on the eve of the elec-
tion that what had been at worst a hodge-
podge of the kind of papers professors
read at regional meetings is suddenly a
voice for the sicker reactionary phobias.

Either way the message is clear: the
colleges are targets for everybody’s game
but the honest working teachers. O

Troubles on the Left

Dallas, Houston and Killeen

Being a prominent new leftist in Texas
is becoming both expensive and danger-
ous. The forces of law 'n’ order are using
their ingenuity to find statutes under
which to prosecute activists. The follow-
ing are accounts of some of the more re-
cent arrests:

The office/residence of the Dallas
Notes has been raided by police twice
within the past month.

Stoney Burns, publisher of the Dallas
underground newspaper told the Ob-
server that approximately fifteen vice
squad detectives and US post office in-
spectors first visited the newspaper of-
fice on the night of Oct. 30. The men
found three inhabitants, Burns and Mr.
and Mrs. Rod Delaney, plus three vis-
itors in the living room. The six were
ordered to remain in the downstairs room
while the officers, who had a search war-
rant for pornographic literature, combed
the house. “We heard things breaking as
they moved from room to room,” Burns
said, Later he learned that the officers
had broken lamps, torn the wiring from
the refrigerator, dumped Mrs. Delaney’s

" jewelry onto the floor and stepped on it,
and torn up posters and unopened mail,

including valuable advertising orders.

The police took Burns, the Delaneys
and their guests to the station for ques-
tioning on charges of possession of por-
nographic material and suspicion of pos-
session of narcotics. They carried off a
truckload of printed material, including
old copies of the Notes and the news-
paper’s library of books, magazines and
exchange papers, some bills, petty cash,
$100 in checks which were to be deposit-
ed the next day, posters of Mao Tse Tung,
Alan Ginsberg and Malcom X, the Notes’
subscription list, as well as all of the
newspaper's office equipment, pencils,
paper, typewriters and the like.

Police abandoned the narcotics charge
aflter they discovered that the confiscated
pills were for birth control and Mrs. De-
laney’s asthma medicine. But Burns and
the Delaneys were charged with posses-
sion of pornographv (a misdemeanor on
first offense, which, under state law, can
bring punishment up to $1,000 and a year
in jail). Burns said that they had no
pornography in the house. He guessed
that the charge pertains to the Notes
issue of Oct. 16 which contained several
nude pictures accompanying a story on
“skin flicks.” The pictures are less reveal-
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ing than most of those in Plavboy.

Then, on Nov. 15 the police struck
again, arresting five persons, Burns, a
typist, paste-up artist, a photographer
and a reporter. "The cops broke down
the back door and started searching the
house. We were never shown a search
warrant until we were in the police car
and on the wayv down to jail,” Burns said.
The warrant was for “dangerous and ille-
gal drugs and narcotics, to wit: mari-
juana”.

The police found no drugs, but they
seized all the articles, advertising, and
pasted-up pages for a Notes issue about
to go to press, a desk, a drafting table,
a typewriter stand, a rented typewriter,
production equipment, the single remain-
ing filing cabinet, more political posters
and more undeposited checks.

The five staff members were booked
on “investigation of possession of obscene
pictures.”

The young leftists are on bail await-
ing trial, which Dallas authorities say
may be several months away. Although
the police still have the Notes' equip-
ment, Burns is determined to con-
tinue publishing on schedule. An adver-
tising agency offered the use of an office
and equipment for the production of one
issue of the Notes. Burns said he may try
to get an injunction to force the police
to return their equipment. He also has
discussed with lawyers the possibility of
filing counter charges in the name of the
newspaper for destruction of property,
destruction of US mail and unreasonable
search and seizure.

Burns added that the telephone com-
pany has disconnected the office 'phone
on the grounds that it is being used for
illegal purposes.

L]

A few days before Notes office was
raided the first time, Bartee and Margie
Haile, SDS regional travelers, and eight
other persons were arrested in Denton
for passing out a special election issue of
Notes at a football game. They were
charged with selling pornography. Burns
said the only possibly offensive word in
the newspaper was “shit.”

L]

On Oct. 31, Terry Ardrey, a worker for
the New York Student Non-Violent Co-
ordinating Committee, got off a bus in
College Station and walked over to a
telephone booth at a 7-11 store to make
a call. Local police arrested and charged
him with carrying a pistol on the prem-
ises of a store selling alcoholic bever-
ages, a felony with a two-year prison sen-
tence.

During a gathering at the UT law
school a few days before his arrest, Ar-
drey was asked why there were not more
SNCC workers in Texas. Because, Ar-
drey answered prophetically, “Texas is
tough.”

]

Lee Otis Johnson, a former SNCC work-
er in Houston, is now serving a 30-vear
sentence for allegedly giving a marijuana
cigarette to an undercover police officer.

4 The Texas Observer

In reaction to Johnson's incredibly stiff
sentence, the outgoing Harris county
grand jury recommended reducing to a
misdemeanor possession of marijuana as
a first offense. The jury contrasted John-
son's sentence with the probation of a
murder conviction, saying the two deci-
sions “surely are not justice according
to our national ideals, which proclaim
human life as of the greatest value.”
®

PFC Bruce L. Peterson, editor of the
“Fatigue Press,” a mimeographed under-
ground newspaper at Fort Hood, was
found guilty of two counts of possession
of marijuana by a general court-martial
Nov. 5. He was sentenced to eight years
at hard labor and given a dishonorable
discharge.

Pelerson, whose nickname is "Gypsy,”
previously served nine months in Leaven-
worth prison on a marijuana conviction.
He has been involved in anti-military ac-
tivities at Fort Hood and he frequented
the Oleo Strut, a Killeen coffee house
run by leftists.

The soldier and four other persons
were arrested by Killeen police Aug. 23
for possession of marijuana. A small sack
of marijuana allegedly was found in the
borrowed car that Gypsy was driving.
Later the charges were dropped for all
except Peterson.

On Sept. 7 Killeen police arrested

Peterson again on suspicion of possession
of marijuana. The officers did not find
anything on him, but they took a sample
of lint from his coat pocket, sent it away

for analysis, and reported that it con-
tained traces of marijuana. The combined
total of grass from both arrests was not
enough to make a cigarette, so the police
did not have a case against him. (Under
the De Minibus precedent, pearson must
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possess enough dope to get high on in or-
der to be convicted in a civilian court.)
The Killeen police handed their evidence
over to army authorities, and Peterson
was courl martialed.

During the proceedings at Fort Hood,
the prosecution did not produce any ma-
rijuana as evidence. A witness from Waco
testified that he had analyzed the evi-
dence and that it was indeed marijuana.
But, he added, the amount had been so
small that it was destroyed during the
analysis.

Tom Cleaver, a member of the Oleo
Strut staff, wrote in the Nov. 15 Los An-
geles Free Press that the two counts on
which Petersen was convicted were “ed-
iting the 'Fatigue Press'—which tells it
like it is at Fort Hood—and being politi-
cally active with the Oleo Strut ... The
Conviction,” Cleaver insisted, “was a
phoney from start to finish.”

Joshua Gould, proprietor of the Oleo
Strut, is out on bail on a charge of mari-
juana possession, but he does not expect
the Killeen grand jury to indict him. The
police have only a few seeds and grains
of the weed which they allege to have
found in Gould’s car.

®

The unconventional as well as the politi-
cal are having trouble in Houston. Dr.
Clark Read, president of the Houston
chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union, says he receives calls daily from
teenagers who have been taken into cus-
tody for vagrancy or loitering in the Al-
len's Landing area. The “busts” as the
younger generation call their arrests
usually occur outside the hippie shops
and psychedellic dance halls that min-
gle with cheap clothing stores and bars
in a seedy section of downtown Houston.

Read said he has seen police officers
enter Tony's (a cafe on Main across the

" street from the Continental Houston Ho-

tel) and ask youngsters to come outside.
Once on the street, they are arrested for
loitering or vagrancy.

A young man named Mickey told the
Observer he was escorted outside of
Tony's and arrested for vagrancy after he
gave the peace sign, two fingers held in
a V, to a pair of policemen. A 17-year-old,
sitting outside the "Green Groaty,” a psy-
chedellic emporium behind the Continen-
tal Houston, said he was busted for va-
grancy while he was carrying $600.

A young couple playing pool in the de-
crepit building which houses the Groaty
said they both had been "hassled” by the
police because they visit the Allen's Land-
ing area regularly. A young woman friend,
they said, was dressed in bluejeans and
one of her father's shirts when she was
taken to the police station on suspicion
of being a runaway. After she proved that
she lived in Houston with her family, the
police charged her with impersonating
the opposite sex, a misdemeanor in the
city.

Read says he receives calls from both
transients and what he calls the “plastic
hippies,” the middle class high school
kids who affect outlandish garb only on
weekends. “They [the police] seem to




make the arrests on a random basis. It's
a form of terrorism in a way, but its
basically an economic thing,” Read ex-
plained.

On ‘behalf of the ACLU, Read appeared
before the Houston city council last

spring to complain about the arrests,
One councilman dismissed the police ac-
tion as a way of “keeping the trash off
the streets.” Read also visited the Market
Square Association, a group of men with
business interests in the night spot area
a few blocks from Allen's Landing. Read
says he was told by the manager of the
Continental Houston, the only new build-
ing in the area, “We're going to do every-

thing we can to run voung people out
of this end ol the citv. Any time 1 see
voung people down there, I'm going to
call the police.”

Actually, the police don’t have to be
urged to make arrests. Youngsters who
regularly visit the Allen’s Landing hang-
outs say that the cause of their troubles
are the two policemen who patrol the
arca: J. B. Haney, not so alfeclionately
known as “Wart Hog,” and his partner, E.
J. Arredondo, "Bean Man.” Most of the
kids interviewed by the Qbserver do nol
think the Market Square proprietors are
behind their arrests. They believe that
Wart Hog and Bean Man simply like to
“hassle” hippies,

The police, of course, keep the area un-
der close surveillance for runaways and
drug pushers.

Statistics on the number of arrests
made and kinds of charges in the area
are not available, The majority of arrests,
however, seem to be for vagrancy and
loitering. Few young people taken in on
these charges actually go to court, for
many have money. in their pockets, a
home and family in a respectable suburb
or a regular job. But being taken to the
police station is, at the least, embarras-
sing and bothersome, and that seems to
be what the forces of law and order have
in mind. : K.N.

The Case Against John White

Austin

There presently is a pause in the cross-
fire: which ensued when Texas Republi-
can leaders accused Agriculture Cmsr.
John White of soliciting campaign con-
tributions from his employees, The hiatus
has occurred while the Travis county
grand jury considers the allegations.

John M. Stokes, executive director of
the Texas GOP, convened a Capitol press
conference on Nov. 13 to make the charge.
White immediately called his own press
conference to deny any wrongdoing. He
since has told the Observer he will remain
publicly silent on the matter until the
grand jury completes its deliberations.

Republicans almost timed their allega-
tion to precede, by just a few days, the
general elections. A Capitol press con-
ference had been scheduled for Oct. 31,
then was called off 15 minutes before-
hand. No explanation for the cancella-
tion was given at the time, and no word
was circulated about what the subject of
the conference was to have been, though
Capitol reporters and others understood
it was to have involved a “scandal” in a
state agency. State Republican Chairman
Peter O'Donnell is represented as having
been the man who cancelled the press
conference, being worried, it is said, that
it would only backfire on the campaign
for Richard Nixon (in that conservative
Democrats might become resentful of
Nixon if Texas Republicans began mak-
ing charges of corruption against a
branch of the Connally government). Also,
O'Donnell is said to have thought the
charge against White wouldn't do much
good for the statewide GOP candidates.
Probably O'Donnell’s primary concern
was for the Nixon campaign, however, as
the Observer has discussed in previous
recent issues. Stokes said later that the
Oct. 31 press conference had been can-
celled because he and O'Donnell wanted
to check their sources “and make sure.”
Also, one of a group of four present and
former department employees, who, the
GOP says, will corroborate Burnett's
story, wanted that the allegations not be
made before the elections. Also, Stokes

said he didn't want the matter to "get
buried in the other news of the election.”

Two weeks later the Republicans were
ready with their allegations. ‘Stokes in-
troduced the sworn statement of a for-
mer Agriculture Dept. employvee, Wardie
Lee Burnett, 24, now of Cleburne, who
worked two years running a printing ma-
chine in the state agency. The substance
of Burnett's contention is stated in the
following, taken from a deposition he
gave in Cleburne on Oct. 16, the questions
being asked by CIliff Gunter, a Ft. Worth
attorney.

Q. . .. Why did you request a travel voucher
last May?

A. Get the money back T give ‘em.

0. What money that you gave 'em?

A. For, well, for campaign expenses.,

Q. In other words, while you were with the
Dept. of Agriculture, somebody told you to Kick
in some money for John White's campaign. Is
that correct?

A. 875, righl.

Q. Who told you to give the money?

A. James Triplett (Burnett’s immediate su-
perior}.

Burnett goes on to say he was told to
wait six weeks before filing his travel
voucher, not filing at once because that
would be too near the time the money
was allegedly contributed. Burnett says
the voucher—the only one he ever filed
with the department—is for $§72, three
dollars less than his alleged contribution.
It showed two rips, as best he could re-
member, one to Brvan and one to Hous-
ton. He says he never lravelled on de-
partment business while working under
White.

White at his press conference said that
records show that Burnett's only expense
account filed with the department result-
ed in his being paid $66.60 for round trips
from Austin to Ennis and Houston in
early February., White said the trips were
to pick up some seed tags in Ennis and
Addressograph machine ribbons in Hous-
ton. He said such Lrips were not rare in
the department. State bookkeepers back
up White, saying the March voucher of
$66.60 is the only one they can find for
Burnett.

White denied that travel vouchers are
used in any improper way in his depart-
ment. He noted that two other employees
have been suspended  recently because

they couldn't substantiate items in travel
expenses claimed. The employees were
made to reimburse the state for the mon-
ey they received for the questioned costs,
White said.

BURNETT WAS vague in his
deposition as to how he came to under-
stand he would be fired if he didn't make
his alleged contributions, He said he has
never seen White and does not know that
any money collected from department
employees actually went to White for
campaign expenses. He was, Burnett said,
told the money would go to White for
campaign expenses and that the em-
ployees would kick in according to the
salary they were paid. The question of
Burnett's understanding of the “pressure”
to contribute to White's campaign is
raised in these two passages of his de-
position:

0. Did vou want to give the money?

A. No. s

Q. Did vou give the moneyv of your own free
will?

A. After the pressure was applied, yeah.

Q. Do you leel that il you hadn’t contributed
the money vou would have been fired?

A. That was the impression 1 got, ves. .

Q. What type ol pressure, Wardie?

A. Well, didn't come right out and say it, but,
you kKnow, you go out the front door if you
don't come across with the money.

Q. In other words, evervbody in your depart-
ment was under the impression that if they
didn’t contribute their allotted share they would
lose their job in one form or another?

A. Yes, sir.

Another question that arises from the
Burnett deposition is the timing of his al-
leged contribution. Burnett says early in
his statement his memory is vague on
this peint but guesses it was in May.
Asked later by his interrogator, Gunter,
if it was given in May, Burnett answers,
"Sometime in May; ves, sir; when all this
clection stuff came up.” Gunter next asks,
“That’s about the time the candidates
have to file for election. Is that correct?”
Burnett replies ves. But the filing dead-
line for candidates last spring was Feb.
5. And Burnett's travel voucher, pro-
duced by White at his press conference,
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was dated March 4 for travel the previous
month, If Burnett waited six weeks after
making his contribution as he said, to file
his voucher, that would have meant he
gave the §75 to Triplett cither in Febru-
ary or April. White, who was unopposed
for renomination to a position he had
won nine times before, had very low
campaign expenses this spring. His only
expense in the primary was his $1,000
filing fee, due by early Februarv. Facing
token Republican opposition, E. G.
Schuhardt, in the fall. White won easily
without campaigning. He says his ex-
penses will come to about $3,000.

Burnett says the impression was gen-
cral among departmental employees that
money he says they were being asked
to contribute was going to be used in
White’s  political campaign this year.
“Everybody knew where it was going,
but nobody could prove it,” he says in his
statement,

He goes on to say he was promised
no compensation for making his depo-
sition, Asked his motivation for so doing,
he replies, “Well, it’s just that it don't
seem right that he’s using the taxpayers’
money to run his campaign on, plus the
fact that he put pressure on us to—that’s
what rubs me the wrong way—put pres-
sure on us to make us give it.”

BURNETT WAS not present
when Republican leader Stokes held his
press conference in Austin; in fact, he
seemed surprised, worried and annoyed

at the use that had been

statement.

Contacted by newsmen, Burnett said he
did make a deposition but didn't know it
was going to be made public. Would he
be available to testify before the grand
jury? “No, sir, I'm not going before any
grand jury. They [Republican investiga-
tors] told me they only wanted that state-
ment for campaign purposes. That's the
only reason I gave them their statement.
I sure den’t like this.” He says he was
assured by Republican workers that he
would not be liable to prosecution for
his role in the alleged voucher swindle.

Stokes indicated indirectly at his press
conference he believes Burnett may be
in line for prosccution; the Republican
leader said one of the reasons he believes
Burnett’s story is his “willingness to ad-
mit complicity in a scheme ot finance the
clection campaigns of White with state
funds.” He said Burnett has “put his
neck on the line” by his admission.
Stokes said that Burnett had volunteered
his alleged information, coming to Re.
publican headquarters in Austin in Octo-
ber on advice of an acquaintance. Stokes
added that other persons had come in
from “different sources unconnected with
cach other,” and “an extensive investiga-
tion followed.”

White charged that Republicans had
interfered with the work in his depart.
ment  with their investigation. “From
these hundreds of contacts they have
come in with this pitiful little document

made of his
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that is mainlv conjecture,” he said.
“These charges are obviously an attempt
to cover up the total flop that he [Stokes]
made as a campaign organizer and his
dismal Failure to influence the election
in Texas.” He said he didn't blame Schu-
hardt for the attack.

White said he supposes that political
contributions probably are made by his
employees in behalf of his campaign. But
he denied that he has accepted any such
contributions directly; they would have
been given, he said, to campaign commit-
tees. This, White said, is legal. He added
that he has never checked to see which
employees contribute to his campaigns
and which have not. Most of them do
not, he said. Those who do do so volun-
tarily. He said he believes it understand-
able that employees of state agencies
might want "to contribute to the cam-
paigns of their department heads, as they

e

O'Donnell
Republican

Republican State Chairman Peter O'-
Donnell faces a challenge in his leader-
ship Dec. 8 at a closed meeting of the
State Republican Executive Committee
in Austin, but he is expected to survive.
It is doubtful that anti-O'Donnell forces
have the votes at this time to topple him
from his chairmanship. However, O'Don-
nell is expected to resign as chairman
soon and will become the new GOP na-
tional committeeman from Texas, suc-
ceeding Albert Bel Fay of Houston.

Fay, according to reliable GOP sources
in Houston, has passed word to President-
Elect Richard M. Nixon that he would
like to be the next secretary of interior.
Fay, a dilligent worker for Nixon in Texas
and a heavy contributor to the national
campaign coffers, sent the word through
Sen. John G. Tower, who is in charge
of dispensing patronage in the state.
Sources said it is doubtful Fay will suc-
ceed Stuart Udall as the secretary of in-
terior, but Fay may be in line for a top
post in interior. The chief reason cited
for this is an apparent conflict of inter-
est. Fay, among his other business con-
nections, is associated with the oil indus-
try, and he cannot be viewed as unbiased
when dealing ‘with disposal of the bil-
lions of dollars in shale oil deposits now
under control of the department of the
interior.

i O'Donnell challenged Fay last spring

for re-election as national commit-
teeman in a move that threatened to split
the party just before the state conven-
tion. Top GOP leaders, including Tower,

realize there likely would be a large turn-
over among personnel if their boss is
defeated.

Triplett, Burnett's former supervisor
was asked by a reporter if it had been
part of his job to ask employees for vol-
untary campaign contributions, “Not
necessarily,” he replied, declining to com-
ment further, saying he'd tell the grand
jury whatever they want to know.

Republicans have added a few dollops
to their original charge against White and
Triplett. Stokes told the San Antonio Ex-
press that "This thing may snowball,”
that he has learned “a few other things”
since the allegations against White were
made. Details have not been forthcoming.
but United Press International has re-
ported that Republicans believe their in-
vestigation of the White matter has led
to the discovery of “several phony names”
on the state payroll. G.0.

May Face
Challenge

hurried to Houston where they ham-
mered out a compromise whereby O'Don-
nell would succeed Fay some time after
the election. If terms of that agreement
hold, O'Donnell, whose terms as state
GOP chairman have found disfavor even
among his own colleagues, will move up
to the national committee post.

g It is reported also that Tower now

favors Paul Eggers, the unsuccessful
GOP gubernatorial nominee, as the new
state chairman, but there is no indica-
tion Eggers will accept. Others men-
tioned as possible O’'Donnell successors
include Jack Cox of Austin, former state
chairman who broke with the Tower-
O’Donnell establishment at the GOP Na-
tional Convention and backed California
Gov. Ronald Reagan for the nomination,
and Jack Mabee of Odessa, another Rea-
ganite.

Another message Tower carried to
Nixon recently was one saying Peder
Mondsen of Houston would like to be
U.S. ambassador to Norway. Mondsen,
now a U.S. citizen, is a native of Norway
and is a former school chum of King
Olaf VI. He also is the son-in-law of Al-
bert Bel Fay. -

” According to Newsweek, Sen. Strom

Thurmond, Richard Nixon's key Dixie
campaigner, recommended hawkish Sen.
Tower as secretary of defense. “Diplo-
matically,” Newsweek recounted, “Nixon
replied the idea sounded good to him but
added that Tower’s appointment would
mean the loss of a GOP seat in the sen-
ate.”




Judgeship for RY?

1 Rumors of an impending federal

judgeship for Sen. Ralph Yarborough
are increasing as the number of days re-
maining in the Democratic administra-
tion ol Lyndon B. Johnson decrease. And
the number of denials of the rumor —
one ol them coming from the senator
himsell — are just as strong and just as
NUMErous.

p* The senator generally is credited
with saving Texas for the Democrats,
and, as a result, Johnson is, to a degree,
indebted to him. It is reported the presi-
dent said before the election he did not
care if the Democrats lost the nation as
long as they carried Texas, and Ralph
Yarborough's liberal forces did the job,
virtually without help from Gov. John
B. Connally’s conservatives, Yarborough's
reward will be the offer of appointment
as a federal district judge before Jan.
20, sources say.
p# The sources say the senator, who
now is 66, realizes he faces prob-
ably the toughest political fight of his
life in 1970 when he is up for re-election.
Whether the senator, at the age ol 68,
will want to engage in that sort of fight
remains to be seen, sav the sources. Those
who do not accept the idea of an offer
of a judgeship for Ralph Yarborough say
the scrappy politician has never ducked
a good fight and that he has much to
lose by not staving in the senate.
p” It is interesting that those talking
most about Yarborough accepting
the judgeship, provided it indeed is of-
fered, are Republicans, and those dis-
counting it are Democrats (mostly liber-
als).
p* But what cannot be overlooked here
are the motives of Lyndon B. John-
son. If he does decide to reward RY's
service with the offer of a judgeship and
it is accepted, Johnson will clear the way
to reward Connally simultancously, In
all likelihood, after Yarborough's resig-
nation to accept the post, Connally would
arrange to have himsell appointed as suc-
cessor immediately (or he will have to
call a special election within [ive days lo
be held within 60 to 90 days). Having
the special election would leave the way
open for a Republican challenge as well
as other challenges from within Demeo-
cratic ranks.
g It is thought generally that Lt. Gov.
Preston Smith, who would ascend to
the governorship earlier than expected,
would agree to appoint Connally as Yar-
borough's successor il for no other rea-
son than to thwart Barnes' designs for
higher office. There is no love lost be-
tween Smith and Barnes, who is reported
widely to be using the lieutenant gover-
norship as a stepping stone for other of-
fices and has no intention of remaining
in state government as long as has Smith.
Not only would Johnson be rewarding
Yarborough with a solt lifetime appoint-
ment and be rewarding Connally, he ef-
fectively would remove Yarborough as
leader of the opposition forces that are
making increased gains in Texas Demo-

cratic circles at a time when Lyndon
Baines Johnson is coming home to run

things again.

P A rceliable source on Hubert Hum-

phrev's campaign stall savs that the
appearance ol Sen. Ralph  Yarborough
and Gov. John Connally on the same plat-
form during HHH's Texas tour was the
result of steady telephone calls and ne-
goliations by Laurence O'Brien. O'Brien
reasoned with both the senator and the
gsovernor, bul it was Gov. Connallv who
had to be reasoned with the most.,

Brutality Charges

o Charges of mistreatment of prison-

ers have been cropping up like crab
grass in the daily press. A US district
judge has ordered a federal investigation
into charges of brutality in the Galves-
ton county jail. The order was made on
the basis of testimony of two New York
vouths who said they were struck by a
jail trusty as they awaited transfer back
to their home state.

i Fortv inmates of the Nueces county
jail held a week-long hunger strike
carlier this month reportedly in sympathy
for five prisoners who were put on a
bread and water diet for complaining
about jail food. cleanliness and cock-
roaches in the cells. A sheriff’'s depart-
ment spokesman claimed the harsh diet
was ordered because the five had been
bullving other inmates.
1 Robert Edward Akridge, told a Hous-
ton district judge recently that New-
ton county officers harrassed and beat
him until he falselv confessed he was
hired to slay Dr. Robert Pendleton.
Akridge claims the officers kneed him
in the stomach and genitals, kicked him
in the knees, stepped on his toes, used
a judo chop on him and threatened to
take him into some woods and shoot him
carlier this month, reportedly in sympathy
unless he confessed. Akridge was given
the death penalty after a Houston jury
found him guilty as charged.

g During his campaign for governor,

GOP candidate Paul Eggers said as
governor he would investigate reports of
brutal mistreatment of youngsters at the
Gatesville scheol for boys. He was re-
ferring to a $75,000 damage suit filed in
a Houston court alleging a Houston vouth,
Edward Kellar, Ir., was beaten "with-
out just cause or provocation.” Eggers
said testimony in the case indicated Kel-
lar spent 46 davs in a Galveston hospital
after the beating.

Schlumberger Rebuked

1# The Texas Supreme Court has dis-

missed a §7 million damage claim
against . Schlumberger Well Surveying
Corp. -of Houston for allegedly conspir-
ing in the drilling of slanted oil wells in
East Texas. But the court criticized the
prominent well servicing company, ob-
scrving that the company knew four wells
it logged for the plaintifl, Nortex Oil and
Gas Corp. of Dallas, were deviated be-

cause of the length of the bore hole.

“"When the official investigation of de-
viated wells in East Texas began, Schlum-
berger advised its emplovees to have
poor memories,” the opinion stated. “Tt
also destroved a valuable library of logs
more than two vears old which would
have shown the depth of many East Tex-
as wells, o .. The evidence in the record
leaves little doubt that Nortex was the
victim of a fraud perpetrated on it by
the sellers of the leasehold estates,” the
court said. "We nevertheless conclude
that it [the evidenee] is not legally suffi-
cient to raise a fact issue that Schlum-
berger was a conspirator.”

1 Dallas has appointed a Negro insur-

ance exceutive, George Allen, to fill
the new South Dallas-South Oak  CIiff
scal on the city council. Allen, who ran
unsuccessfully for the council in 1963 and
1965, was nominated by a Negro group.
The city’s other new councilman is Henry
Stuart, president ol Addison Airport,
1 The Houston city council outraged

Republicans, Negroes, Mexican-Amer-
icans and white liberals by appointing
Dr. Albert D. Love, a Democrat with
no governmental or political experience,
to the council. Love will replace Republi-
can Councilman Bill Elliott who was
clected to the Harris county commission-
ers court.

The Houston council met in an unan-
nounced, closed-door session to choose
Love. Mavor Louie Welch admitted the
meeting was held so as to head off con-
troversy and relieve pressure on the coun-
cil. The city has never had a black or
latino council member.

i The Republicans are organizing a
committec to find GOP candidates
for the city council election next year.
(Love savs-he will not run.) A number
of important building contractors, who
insist upon remaining anonymous be-
cause thev have valuable city contracts,
are backing the GOP committee.
p# Houston Mavor Louie Welch, speak-
ing before the Texas Municipal
league, urged Texas cities to abandon
dual standards in the services and facili-
ties provided in rich and poor arecas. He
said that within two vears Houston will
have eliminated its own double standard
in paved streets, sewer and water serv-
ices.

Highway Quandry

” Texas

man Jack Kultgen and Texas Cong.
Jim Wright, J. J. Pickle and George Ma-
hon are among the strongest opponents
of proposed guidelines which would give

Highway Commission Chair-

the federal transportation department
greater control over highway location and
design. The proposed guidelines would
require two public hearings on any high-
way project involving any federal funds.
Protests made at the hearings would be
referred to the federal highway admin-
istration.

Kultigen charged recently that the
cuidelines are an attempt by the trans-
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portation department to slow the rate
of highway construction and divert mon-
ev from the highway trust fund to other
modes of mass (ransportation, particu-
larly in ghettos and eastern urban areas.
“The effect of these regulations is to put
us almost entirely under a federal cloak
and umbrella,” Kultgen said. Among the
supporters of the proposed regulations
are Interior Secretary Stuart Udall, con-
servationist and preservationist groups
and many landscape and environmental
architects.

The Smith Staff

p* Jerry Hall, chief of the capitol bu-

reau of Newspapers, Inc., the chain
that owns the Austin American-Statesman,
will be Preston Smith's press secretarv.
Hall, who worked a number of vears
for Smith's hometown paper, the Lub-
bock Avalanche-Journal, is a political mod-
erate,

i Kyle Thompson, Gov. Connally’s

present press secretary, will take a
post with the Water Quality Board when
Connally leaves office.

p* Capitol reporters speculate that other

top Smith aides may be Harold Dud-
ley ,former manager of the Wichita Falls
Chamber of Commerce who ran Smith’s

slate campaign headquatrers; Bob Bul-.

lock of Hillsboro, an attorney and for-
mer legislator who worked in Smith's
campaign; and Larry Teaver of Lubbock,
a homebuilder who traveled with Smith
during the campaign.

p# Newsman Jon Ford has printed a re-
port that Gov.-elect Smith hopes Gov.
Connally will go ahead and reappoint
Frank Erwin to the UT board of regents
so that he (Smith) won’t have to take the
blame for the controversial deed.

I State Sen. V. E. (Red) Berry of San
Antonio, a perennial supporter of li-
quor by the drink and parimutuel bet-
ting, was picked up in a gambling raid on
a plush Castle Hills establishment carlier
this month. Berry allowed as how he was
just there to visit an old friend.
p” Sen. Yarborough said in a recent
Washington press conference that the
senate labor and public welfare commit-
tee, which he may head next session, will
push an industrial health and safety bill,
“The absence of state and national safety
laws is a national scandal,” he said.
i In an unprecedented show of soli-
darify, the Texas AFL-CIO, the Texas
Manufacturers Association and the Texas
Trial Lawyers Association have gotten to-
gether to propose a new workmen's com-
pensation law that would raise benefits
from 835 to 349 a week. Usually -during
legislative sessions, the labor group and
the manufacturers group offer different
bills, and often the legislators have voted
both down.
p# AFL-CIO Secretary-Treasurer Roy
Evans said, “We're not happy with
the increase, but most people would
agree that a 40% hike is substantial.
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# The proposed bill calls Tor a lat 25%

lawver's fee in workmen's comp cas-
es, rather than the present 15% if it is
disposed belore the industrial accident
commission and 30% il it is appealed 1o
the courts.

Liberal Carl Parker of Port Arthur and
conservative Bud Sherman of Fort Worth
will sponsor the bill in the House. Liberal
Barbara Jordan of Houston and conserva-
tive Jack Hightower will carry the bill
in the senate,

Even with three major interest groups
supporting the bill, it probably will face
strong - opposition in  the legislature,
mainly  because of a provision which
brings all public employees under uni-
form workmen’s compensation provisions.

A Real Estate Note

Houston

The plight of political headquarters
following an election is not a cheer-
Iul one. They usually return to being
for-rent stores and ‘or buildings in
downtown areas. Consider the lot of
the once-coveted abandoned automo-
bile dealership on a key downtown
street here.

Early in the 1968 campaign, before
they became discouraged with their
national ticket, Democrats in Harris
county eyed it lor their headquarters
and even appointed a committee 1o
obtain a lease on it. But when apathy
and acute foot-dragging set in, the
Nixon-Agnew ticket moved in imme-
diately and went into business.

Now that the clection is over and
the Republicans gone, the building
will have a new tenant: Big City
Newsstand. The firm is one of Hous-
ton’s biggest supplicers of newspapers
and magazines, including a vast as-
sortment of girlie magazines, nudist
publications and Ffilms.

p* Sen. Tower has sent letters to all
Republican senators asking for sup-
port in his bid for the chairmanship of
the GOP senatorial campaign committee.
The post is now held by Sen. George
Murphy of California. Tower campaigned
for the position in 1966, but he met op-
position from Sen. Hugh Scott of Penn-
sylvania and Murphy was named as a
compromise choice.
¢ Both Texas senators, Tower and Yar-
borough, were scheduled to be in
South Vietnam during the latter part of
November, Tower lo gauge the military
effect of the bombing halt, Yarborough
to study military and civilian spending
in Victnam and Southeast Asia.
Bt George Wallace's American party,
which polled more than 600,000 Texas
voles in the Nov. 5 election, is opening a
new state office in San Antonio. The par-
tv plans to run candidates for state, coun-
ty and local offices in 1970, State Chair-
man Bard Logan says.
L A West Texas State University stu-
dent, Joe Lackey, has resigned his
part-time job as a campus cop, charging

that the security department and the stu-
dent financial aids department are sup-
pressing political and social dissent.

Lackey wrote in a letter to the campus
newspaper revealing that the security de-
partment has a file on all students known
to advocate such controversial actions
as writing in Eugene McCarthy for pesi-
dent. As a security officer, Lackey said he
was ordered to make a list of license
numbers on campus having McCarthy-
Lindsay bumper stickers. The student
added that the school loan department
threatens to eliminate financial aid to
students who belong (o the SDS, the
fourth party, those who try to organize
political clubs and those who participate
in inter-racial dating.

School officials denied all charges.

Hunger, Si

i Texas Welfare Commissioner Burton

G. Hackney, the man who last spirng
said he doubted that there is any starva-
tion in Texas, conducted a hunger sur-
vey last summer at the request of a con-
gressional committee. The survey, which
will not be released, shows that more
than 350,000 Texans are “hungry or starv-
ing."”

1# Ed Polk, attorney for the federally-

funded Dallas legal services project,
has joined lawyers in 25 other states in
an attempt to force the department of
agriculture to provide food assistance in
500 counties doing without. Polk claims
that at least 20% of the nation’s starving
counties are in Texas. On behalf of eight
plaintiffs from different Texas counties,
he is suing Agriculture Secretary Orville
Freeman, Welfare Commissioner Hack-
ney, William Herdon, director of the
slate’s commodity distribution program,
and S. R. Smith, federal consumer mar-
keting director.

The legal action is being coordinated
by the center of social welfare policy at
Columbia University which reasons that
starvation is illegal in the United States.

p# Chalk up a victory for Indian Power.

A member ol the Alabama-Coushatta
tribe will replace paleface Walter W.
Broemer as reservation superintendent
next summer (Obs., Aug. 9), Indian Com-
missioner Dempsey  Henley has  an-
nounced.

In September, Chief B. Cooper Syles-
tine and 68 tribesmen sent a petition o
Henley asking for Broemer's resignation.
The petition said in part, "We disagree
with his (Broemer's) private views and
no longer feel his actions have our con-
lidence. We have been under this kind
ol leadership for 10 vears and we are
ready to choose our own leader and work
out our own plans.”

The tribe will not actually choose its
own leader. The three Indian commis-
sioners, who are appointed by the gov-
crnor, will fill the vacancy with the ad-
vice of the tribal council,
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William M. Kunstler

Renowned Civil Rights Attorney

Will Appear in Texas Dec 812
on behalf of the

TEXAS CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

As an attorney he has represented some famous clients:

Dr. Martin Luther King

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference
The Mississippi Freedom Demaocrats

Stokely Carmichael

The Congress of Racial Equality

The Ghandi Society for Human Rights

H. Rap Brown

The Black Panthers
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Mr. Kunstler is also special counsel to the Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc.; a cooperating
attorney for the ACLU; and he is active in the Law Center for Constitutional Rights . . . He has never
received fees for any of his civil rights cases. Of his work, he has said: “This is what I've staked my
life on—this feeling that | have a skill, | have a profession that can be used in some way for social
advancement, and 1'm going to use it as | see fit."”

The public is invited to hear Mr. Kunstler’s talks in the following cities: *

DALLAS-FT. WORTH-DENTON
Dec. 8 7:30 p.m.
The Cibola Inn
1601 East Division
Arlington, Texas

EL PASO
Dec. 9 8:45 p.m.
Cocktails at 6 p.m.
Rodeway Inn
6201 Gateway West

SAN ANTONIO
Dec. 10 8:30 p.m.
El Tropicano
110 Lexington

AUSTIN
Dec. 11 8 p.m.
The Unitarian Church
4700 Grover (Coffee hour to follow)

HOUSTON
Dec. 12 8 p.m.
Elks Lodge Hall
820 Crawford

“A Fair Trial and the Free Press”

“Free Speech in the Academic Community"”

“Repression: An American Heritage”

“The Lawlessness of the Jury in Conscience Cases”

“Rap Brown-Patrick Henry: One and the Same?”

TCLU Chapters in these cities are planning
dinners and/or cocktail parties to precede the
speeches. For more information as to time and
place, contact the following:

Dallas-Fort Worth: Mrs. Mary Martin, Arlington, AC 817 261-8821
El Paso: Dr. Melvin Straus, AC 915 553-8361

San Antonio: Mrs. Nancy Mottweiler, AC 512 344-7861

Austin: Mrs. Helen Spear, HO 5-1805

Houston: Mrs. Jane Gross, AC 713 NA 2-2900
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Observations

A ARA

On Larry McMurtry's Essays

I can hear his voice so well: Larry Mc-
Murtry’s, in his essays on Texas. Some
of them have been published before in
periodicals, but not the two most con-
troversial ones, and Bill Wittliff's Encino
Press is to be congratulated for publish-
ing them (In a Narrow Grave, 1968, $7.50)
in a plain, handsome volume.

In his novels McMurtry has already
declared his own independence of the
matriarchs and schoolmarms who presid-
ed, in their lateral ways, over personal
relations and what they deemed to be
culture in Texas during the last century
and the first half of this one. Now, in
his sketch, “Eros in Archer County.
McMurtry discusses directly the way it
was vs. the way it was supposed to be
as he grew up.

He uses all “those words,” kind of get-
ting it out of his provincial reader's Sys-
tem, helping to purge the belated present
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of the atrophied past. Despite the na-
tional climate, this took courage in Tex-
as, but not any more than ought to have
been expected of serious writers long
ago. We catch up slow in Texas, but we
do catch up.

In another essay McMurtry criticizes
Roy Bedicheck, Walter Webb and 1J.
Frank Dobie as writers. All three were
inhibited creatures of the matriarchal
Texas frontier culture, taking their [ree-
dom where they lhought lhcv could get
away with it, and McMurtry states this
fact. He is especially good while excori-
ating the cult of validation-by-association
that has sprung up around the graves of
“the triumvirate.”

Although it is a harsh stricture, T agree
with McMurtry that Dobie was a hasty
and impatient writer; some things Dobie
himsell conceded suggest that he knew
that only occasionally did he write as
well as he might have. It is also true
that Webb was blind, in his The Texas

We care where our product is served.

Beer served in pleasant and wholesome surroundings is
the aim of the United States Brewers Association. And
we are always striving to do something about it.

The USBA is represented by field men around the
country. They meet with proprietors of establishments
where beer is sold. They work in every way possible to
promote a set of high standards wherever beer is served.

This USBA effort means even more enjoyable places
for America’s great beverage of moderation.

UNITED STATES BREWERS ASSOCIATION, INC,
905 International Life Bldg., Austin, Texas 78701

*{ sy
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Rangers, to the Rangers' racism, tortur-
ing and callous brutality on the fron-
tier. Late in his life Webb, too, knew he
had been blind, ]uclgmg from a vaguely-
worded {ounotc in the book as recently
republished by the University of Texas
Press. I do not agree with McMurlr\ that
Bedicheck was rhu best of the three. Bedi-
chek’s books were the works of a broadly
read and witlily, tolerantly humane man;
he was perhaps the most generally culti-
vated man of the three. But I think Webb
was the best writer, and at his best a
very good one, indeed. McMurtry insuf-
liciently appreciates Webb's The Great
Plains and Webb's occasional lvricism,
as it occurs, for instance, in that book
and in his essav on the desert in Harper's.

Of course, T am not a judge of such
matters.  McMurtry is on  verv salid
ground, acidly rebuking the region’s
book reviewers lor lailing to give these
men close, carnest ultlmnl while thev
were working, There is no insult worse
than flattery. no compliment better than
just criticism. I think, though, that Mc-
Murtry takes a little too much satisfac-
tion in scoring this point; his criticism it-
self, based, as he records, on reading the
29 books these men wrote, is sketchy,
arch, and therefore 'mncl'mmct:c As a
critic he is too interested in the evalu-
ative category.

The most of this volume is McMurtry's
essavs on his own being in Texas — in
Houston. on a car tour of the state, on
the scene as his first novel was made a
movie, in Austin with Bill Brammer, in
the Astrodome, in his search for him-
self among his ancestors and family. At
one point he wonders who he is writing
all this for—the Texas intellectuals, may-
be? The answer, I think, is that he is
gravely and ﬂfeclionaiel_\' interested in
the place where he lives, that he not
only wants his novels to be fully worthy
of themselves. No one who is serious
about Texas and what one of its best
writers has to say about it should fail
to read In a Narrow Grave.

Srholz’

Since 1866

The Place in Austin

GOOD FOOD
GOOD BEER

1607 San Jacinto
GR 7-4171
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Observer Us U Clristmas Cii

The holiday season, with its commercialism, brings mixed feelings
to most of us; but for many readers in past years the Observer has
been a way of entering into the spirit of the season while at the same
time doing something real about gift-giving.

If, among your friends, there are those you wish were reading the
Observer regularly, this is a good time to introduce them to it
inexpensively, because of the reduced rates for multiple orders.

»

$6 for the first gift

$5 for a second gift

$4 for a third gift

$3 for each additional gift

Special Rates for .The Observer is thus a Fcasonabfy-priccd and considerab.lc gift for ?ralu‘ed

friends, as well as for acquaintances and others whom you might not ordinarily

begift at Christmastime. Your own subscription may be renewed at these same

G{ﬂ S ubscriptions s

Each recipient will be sent a colorful and newly designed greeting The postage-paid envelope included with this issue
card to announce your gift. The card, which features a Ward provides spaces for entering your order. You may enclose
Lockwood illustration from Roy Bedichek’s ADVENTURES WITH payment with your order or be billed in January, as you
A TEXAS NATURALIST, will be handsigned in your name; or, if prefer. Gift subscriptions will begin with the issue of
you so specify, it can be sent to you, for you to sign and deliver (or December 13th, unless you specify otherwise.

remail) in person.

You may want to consider adding a library subscription to your gift list, while these reduced rates are in
effect. If you have no particular library in mind the Observer will select one from among those not
prcscntly subscribing.

Send Gift Subscriptions to: Send Gift Subscriptions to:

name (please print) name (please print)

street street

city i city

Sign gift card from Sign gift card from

name (please print) name (please print)

street street

city s ; i city

Sign gift card from Sign gift card from

Your Name Shall we enter or extend
your own subscription?
e [0 Check enclosed
City, State Zip [ To be billed in January.
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0 no
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Finances

We have been having some ecconomic
difficulties at the Observer the last vear.
Costs of nearly everything entailed in
putting out the paper have gone up. Qur
circulation has continued its slow, steady
increase, but the gap between income
and costs has persisted, until we are now
laboring under a $3,000 deficit (our an-
nual income and ocutgo is in the $50,000
range). Last April we began absorbing
the penny city sales taxes; since Oct. I,
we have been absorbing the three-cent
state sales tax which then became appli-
cable to Observer subscriptions. This
itemn alone is about $2,000 on an annual
basis.

A deficit is a deficit; you have to do
something about it, Cliff Olofson has
launched many-faceted subscription
drives in Houston and Austin. Will peo-
ple who will help to do this in the other
major cities please write him? I have
signed a note so we can launch a street-
corner newsrack Observer-exposure pilot
program in the cities, These are strange
and uneven times in the national life, yet
our sense of the strong support of our
subscribers is steady.

By next April we are going to be out
of the woods or deeper in them, and there
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are no money trees in there. We ask
that vou give special consideration this
year (o giving the Observer for Christ-
mas. This helps a lot. We will be in need
of volunteers to maintain the street-

Y’All Come

The Observer is holding its First
Annual New Subscriber Beer, Bull
and Ballad Party Saturday, Dec. 7, |
at 8 p.m. at the home of Roger and
Nora Shattuck, 1607 Sharon Lane,
Austin. Individuals or couples with
the price of one new ($6) subscrip-
tion are invited, indeed encouraged,
to attend.

A similar event may be held in
Houston early next year. Persons in-
terested in organizing other subscrip-
tion drive parties in their areas
should contact the Observer.

corner racks, on a modest commission
basis. In connection with our recent mail-
ing to 16,000 Texas college professors,
would professors now subscribing please
encourage their colleagues to subscribe?
The Observer's growth has always been
the consequence of this very personal

kind of advocacy. Remember that al-
though you can save 20% buying books as
an Observer book-plan member, the pa-
per makes money on these sales, too.
We may feel compelled to increase the
$6 annual subscription rate, and I ask
that you let us hear your reaction to this.

About three months ago I read our
whole subscription list, city by city, town
by town. Here are so many people known
to me, and who are so many people,
living out life simultaneously these many
places, little dusty towns, great brutal ur-
ban traffic shuffles! Feeling the limits
of life, that we know so little about so
few of each other, I wrote something,
but threw it away.

The Observer makes sense; it is an in-
stitution that has integrity, and this is
not ordinary, As I have said before, we
have here some kind of Utopian commun-
ity, some kind of still cherishable hope,
a faith in the power of moral intelligence
in a free place. We go on, of course. Yet
our resources are thinly spread, and we
need your continuing being with us. R.D.

ATHENA MONTESSORI SCHOOL

RED RIVER AT 41S8T
I Opposite Hancock Center

GR 6-9700 or GL 4-4239

Leo Nitch, Director

of “living death.”

And we like it!

Doesn’t this make sense?

It is the fear of losing the wage earner's earning power for a year
or longer which presents a threat to every Union family.

Just as it is impossible to insure an existing fire, it is impossible to
insure an existing illness or injury at the time of occurrence!

Insurance must be placed before the catastrophe — before the lockout

We invite your consideration of the policy contract clauses of the
American Income Life Insurance Company, the company with the policy
with the arbitration clause for Union Labor!

Our credentials? Our emplovees are organized and represented by
Local 277 of The Office and Emplovees International Union of the AFL-CIO.

AMERI@)

Executive Offices, P. O. Box 208, Waco, Texas

BERNARD RAPOPORT
President

Income Lire
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In My Opinion

4

Inspiration in the Boondocks

Lubbock, Midland

A trip last weekend to the plains of
West Texas has re-invigorated my en-
thusiasm for liberalism and deepened my
appreciation of those who, in their own,
personal ways seek to advance the cause
of progressivism in this, our home state.
Living in Austin can spoil a liberal in a
way, I think; it's easy, for those who run
in Austin liberal circles, to imagine that
our political and social ideology is uni-
versally admired and accepted as the
basis for the way things should be done.
I go days—weeks—on end without en-
countering a conservative in conversa-
tion. Most of the verbal swordplay here
is between liberals and radicals—and one
can avoid even that easily enough by
choosing his seat carefully at the beer-

(nd the Sun
Quide’zea

At the comida,

Where everyone had come,

Under the Texas sun,

To toast the house born of the fire
Of martyred years,

The rum had come

And topped over the words

From the head of old Miguel Don Juan

The words of the rum,
Said the senior son of old Miguel Don
Juan.

The brothers and the others

Took a second to smile,

But the compadre of Don Juan said,
Wait, let him talk a while.

What's done is done,

Said the senior son of old Miguel Don
Juan,

As he and the others listened to the rum.

The English! With the English

And with the hunger in my heart

And the hunger in my head,

You know where I would be today?

Fighting with the President of these
United States,

Head to head! Unto death!

The brothers and the others
Took a second to smile,
And the sun quivered

At the sight

Of another Texas mile.

ANGEL ABITUA
McAllen

Mr. Abitua is a senior government ma-
jor at Pan American College, Edinburg.

garden or by getting into the right traf-
fic pattern at our local parties.

Not so in most of the rest of Texas,
as I at least dimly recall from sentences
served in such locales as West Columbia,
Muleshoe and Richardson. There, as in
Lubbock and Midland, liberalism is still
viewed as a foreign ideology by [ar too
many people, and the general level of
political and social dialogue is not of an
altitude sufficient to cause nosebleed.

It is—I earnestly hope—without the
least trace of condescension that I value
the work and dedication of out-of-Austin
liberals. I almost wrote similar senti-
ments in this space earlier this year on
returning from San Marcos, where I had
been exposed to the unassuming yet pas-
sionate dedication of the liberals there,
people who, probably without realizing it,
are working harder than their Austin
brethren have to, to advance liberalism
in Texas. I have invariably come away
with similar sentiments after journeys
to such places as Commerce, the Valley,
College Station, Arlington and Brown-
wood.

The Lubbock liberals I dined and drank
with are all excited about the prospect
ol establishing their own chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union and of
challenging the Texas Tech administra-
tion on the question of requiring stu-
dents to reside in the many new sky-
scraper dormitories which that univer-
sity has erected at great cost to state tax-
payers. In Midland, too, there is talk of
beginning an ACLU chapter, to serve that
city as well as Odessa. In all those three
far West Texas cities there is a verve and
an abiding optimism about the progress
liberals are making in what might be
called, unkindly, the Texas hinterland.
Liberals from Houston, Dallas, Austin,
Fort Worth, San Antonio or El Paso who
are losing their enthusiasm and their
hope would do well to take a trip such as

the one I made last weekend, to any
“out-of-the-way” Texas spot. I think you'll
be surprised and inspired by the vigor
and dedication of the liberals you'll find
there. G.0.
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“The best novel
ever written about

I 77k
@

pro foothal

You may have read his articles on the Houston Astrodome in the New York
Times; or his "“The Confessions of a Washed-up Sportswriter'' in Harper's; or
his iconoclastic sportswriting in Fort Worth, Dallas, and Philadelphia. If so,
you know that Gary Cartwright knows professional football players inside and
out — how they use drugs and women, and what their arrangements are with
their coaches and consciences.

THE HUNDRED-YARD WAR is about these men: Dallas Trooper quarterback
Rylie Silver, who talks too much to strange women in bed the night before a
game; Rufus Jones, a Negro defensive end who sweet-talks the wives of his
white teammates; June Moncrief, who thinks more about black power than
catching Silver's passes; Ragan Glass, a Number One draft choice who comes
to football by way of the game, ““Call a Spade,” played in an overpopulated
bed in Las Vegas.

In THE HUNDRED-YARD WAR, you'll live with these men through the deadly
serious business of recruitment; the punishing games; the beery return flights
from defeat; the explosively sexual world of their off-hours. *'This is an accurate
picture of the sort of men who play the game, who coach it, and who run it,
and of what it does to their lives.”'* $5.95 at all booksellers
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Legalize
Pot

Lee Otis Johnson is serving a thirty-
year sentence for supposedly giving a
marijuana cigarette to a policeman.

“Gypsy” Pelerson has been assessed
cight years of hard labor in an army pri-
son because Killeen police say they found
traces of marijuana in the lint of his suit
pocket. (See “Troubles on the Left” in
this issue.)

Hundreds of other persons are serv-
ing not quite so harsh sentences for marj-
juana possession. The sin of most of the
people serving time is simply that of be-
ing caught with a pleasant, probably
harmless weed that happens to be illegal.

The only really dangerous aspect of
grass is that it can get you jailed from
two years to life. For a growing num-
ber of leftist activists who may or may
not smoke marijuana this is very dan-
gerous indeed.

Lee Otis Johnson would never have re-
ceived thirty years, a sentence which even
the Houston grand jury says is outrage-
ous, if he were not also a prominent black
militant. “Gypsy"” Peterson’s affinity for
grass (he served a previous sentence for
possession) probably would have been
ignored bv officers at Fort Hood if he
had not been a vocal critic of the mili-
tary. Friends insist that both these men
knew that they were under close surveil-
lance and insist for that reason alone
they would have had better sense than
to even mention the word “marijuana,”
let alone use it.

The leftist press charges that both men
were railroaded. A Houston jury and a
military court, however, held that there
was sufficient evidence to warrant lock-
ing up both men for a significant portion
of their lives. I don't know whether John-
son and Peterson actually had any mari-
juana, but even if they did, their sen-
tences are unreasonable.

I know a number of persons who
smoke pol quite openly, reasoning that
if the vice squad wants to bust them on a

Austin
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drug charge it will, even if police have
to supply the drugs themselves. A fatal-
istic view, but not an unrealistic one.
Drug possession is a credible charge
‘against most any young person these
days. And what better way is there for
the police to get troublesome radicals
out of circulation?

Ask most anyone in his teens or twen-
ties and he will tell you that smoking
marijuana is a pleasant, relaxing diver-
sion, nothing more. I do not know one

A Communication

person who has used the weed who has

had any serious complications. At its
worst, it is much more healthful than
alcohol. Tt is not addictive. Tt does not

ruin yvour liver, make vou aggressive or
give you a hangover,

Scientists don’t yet agree on exactly
what marijuana does to the human body.
You can find doctors who say pot ac-
tually is pretty good for you and vou
can find doctors who insist it can cause
convulsions, insanity and rampant im-

morality. People who smoke know  that
the latter allegations are hysterical pro-
paganda, but they agree on the need for
more serious rescarch into the physiology
and psychology of pot. Barring any sur-
prising revelations, it should be legalized,
pussibly with restrictions such as those
pertaining to alcohol. The country's in-
humane penalties for marijuana use en-
courage a cynical disrespect for the law.
And those laws can be used far too casily
as a form ol political persecution. K.N.

In Defense of ‘Blessed McGill’

My impulse on reading Gaines Kin-
caid’'s review of Edwin Shrake's remark-
able novel, Blessed McGill, in the Nov.
15 Texas Observer is that Gaines Kincaid
seriously requires a reply.

Mr. Kincaid will understand this im-
pulse as Historical Passion: I believe he
has sought to commit literary assassina-
tion upon a truly good writer ("For
Shrake has fed upon secondary sources
like a starving vulture in a slaughter
pen”). Writers of fiction such as myself
and William Brammer are obsessed with
a sense of literary justice to the point
that we believe Kincaid really should read
the book again.

“What is historical fiction?,” I asked
Brammer after we had both read Kin-
caid’s crippled attempts to draw a paral-
lel of Shrake's work with Robert Ruark’s
Grenadine Etching.

“It's sort of like painting by the num-
bers,” Brammer speculated.

"“What did you think of Gaines Kin-
caid’'s review of Shrake’s book?”’

“Monstrously ignorant, in a mossy
sort of way,” said Brammer. “Irrelevant!
Completely without pertinence. It's like
carping at Kafka for his inaccuracies in
depicting the Great Filing Clerk."

“Do you suppose,” I asked, “that Gaines
Kincaid is the murderer of McGill?”

“I think he might have liked to have
watched.”

Robert Ruark’s book was bad satire of
bad “historical” fiction, a two-ton mouse
that except for the liberal use of the word
fiction deserves no other comment.

Using the form of a dead man’s diary
found after his death, and the man’s sub-
sequent Beatification as North America’s
first (and omnly, according to Shrake,
which is to say according to the demands
of his intent) saint, Shrake created a
character of fiction named Peter Her-
mano McGill (1850-83). If anyone is really
stupid enough to look it up (as two
priests in Boston did recently) they
should not be surprised to learn that
there never was a Peter Hermano Mec-
Gill.

McGill is a metaphor from Shrake's
abundant mind. He is Modern Man fight-
ing Eternal Savage; self-secking, vulner-
able man being opposed (though not
necessarily opposing) the God-seek keep-
ers of dust. Shrake might as well have
set McGill in downtown Omaha during a
Rotary International convention, All those
[Indians with their customs and cultures
which seem to fascinate the very people
who miss the point might have been
tribes of insurance salesmen or sheet
metal workers. The most biting criticism
that I can offer of Shrake’s novel is that
it is written entirely without the use of
profanity, thereby nullifying any histori-
cal connection.

Since this is a defense not a review of
both the novel and the author, I will not
guess on Shrake’s intent: larger minds
than ours (mine and Kincaid’'s) may dis-
cover that, with the exception of Larry
McMurtry's Leaving Chevenne, there is
probably not a better work of art pro-
duced by a Texan. The difference between
Shrake's novel and Kincaid's presenta-
tion of it is the distinction between art
and adventure. Shrake did not imitate
anyone, he borrowed the words, towns,
plows and smells of buffalo grease from
a period in which he chose to set his
poor McGill.

There is a melancholy in the sense that
traditional frontier freedom challenges
McGill without offering him the same
odds that a man might expect crossing
Central Park, but Shrake’s talent breaks

MEETINGS

THE THURSDAY CLUB of Dallas meets each
Thursday noon for lunch (cafeteria style) at
the Downtown YMCA, 605 No. Ervay 5t
Dallas. Good discussion. You're welcome. In-
formal, no dues.

CENTRAL TEXAS ACLU luncheon mecting.
We're moving again, Spanish Village. 2nd Friday
every month, From noon. All welcome.

AUSTIN WOMEN FOR PEACE /WOMEN
STRIKE FOR PEACE meet twice monthly. Call
477-1282 for more information.

ITEMS for this feature cost, for the first entry,
7c a word, and for each subsequent entry, 5¢ a
word. We must receive them one weel before
the date of the issue in which they are to be
published.

clear in a sort of overpowering humor—
“when I first saw their bodies ( the bodies
of his wife and son). T could feel noth-
ing.” McGill's only companion through-
out most of the book is his laithful mule,
Excelsior.

Maybe Shrake was saying that man
can hardly find God for the blood and
greed; but then McGill never really looks.
It is God who finds McGill, finds him (at
some future time) butchered by savage-
friends-turned-savage.

McGill’s spirit is no more his own than
was his restless human form. He is mar-
tyred by Franciscan priests who love him
so much they hate to see him wasted on
the buzzards.

Only his diary lives to tell the tale.

GARY CARTWRIGHT

Mr. Cartwright is author of a recently
published novel, The Hundred-Yard War.,
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Dialogue

What Hope for Preston Smith?

I liked the Observer's sock-it-to-em en-
dorsement of Paul Eggers and the two-
party system, as much as I deplored Dug-
ger's muddleheaded meanderings in the
Nov. 15 issue. Dugger completely lost me
in his statement that he holds Eggers
“dominantly responsible for the empti-
ness and sloganeering conservatism of all
the statewide Republican campaigns.”
Blaming Eggers for what Bush, Tower
et al were saying makes about as much
sense as blaming Hubert Humphrey for
what John Dowdy and O. C. Fisher were
saying, And where's Dugger’s ‘“certain
hope” about Preston Smith? Smith “hu-
manely concerned about these times”? It
has not showed up during his 18 years
in public office.

Those who think that there is some
painless and riskless way to destroy the
one-party system and replace it with a
two-party system, and those who want
to reap all the benefits of a straight
ticket voting under the one-party system
and hope that we can achieve the bene-
fits of the two-party system should join
the Harper Valley PTA. How could Dug-
ger vote for Smith after the Lubbock
Lugwrench accused Don Yarborough of
a desire to appoint “weirdos” to office,
whose conservatism is topped only by
that of A. Shivers, and whose entire
campaign was funded by the despicable
Austin lobby and Dallas and Houston big
rich.

Come on, Dugger, get with us when we
need you.

Archer  Fullingim,
Kountze, Tex.

Mr.  Fullingim, the editor of the
Kountze News, was a leader of the Re-
building Committee in 1966 and
1968.—Ed.

Kountze News,

Editorial Integrity

Since beginning a subscription with The
Texas Observer nearly three months ago
I have, almost without exception, been
pleased with its reporting of statewide
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and national political news, Its coverage
of the recent elections was of a high cali-
bre. There were instances in which 1
found muysell in disagreement with the
editorial opinions. But this should be ex-
pected, particularly when independent
reflection is rendered upon controversial
political campaigns.

I am, consequently, deeply dismayed
by the actions of those who have can-
celled their subscriptions as a direct re-
sult of a disapproval of editorial opinion
in the Observer, Editorial policy should
remain a matter of individual expression,
free from consideration of what is essen-
tiallv a form of economic reprisal. Those
who have succumbed to their emotions
in this fashion have now very likely de-
nied themselves access to political news
not easily available, and are probably less
informed citizens. I trust the Observer
will maintain its editorial integrity, and
[ look forward to future challenges by
the convictions expressed therein.

Steward Edward Sutin, 2303 Barton
Village Circle, Austin, Tex. 78704.

Completed Confusion

Asking for the defeat of Hubert Hum-
phrey (Obs., Nov. 1) completes your con-
fusion. Cancel my subscription.

D. A. Davis, 2910 29th St., Port Arthur,
Tex. 77640.

Why So Late? -

First of all, could you tell me why the
Nov. 1, 1968, issue of the Observer ar-
rived only yesterday, Nov. 8, 19682 And
this issue especially should not have been
late as far as I am concerned. I use the
Observer for guidance during election
time. Perhaps the next issue will arrive
closer to the publication date? I cer-
tainly hope so. Please try to get the Ob-
server to me on time in the future.

Secondly, T must disagree with your
editorial in the Nov. | issue concerning
the defeat of Mr. Humphrey. No, I am
not going to cancel my subscription since
the Observer is still the best source of
liberal Texas politics available and I find
that I use some of the material in teach-
ing my classes in government at South
Texas College here in Houston. Granted
that the Democratic party needs some
saving but the election of Nixon is not
the way to accomplish this. . . .

David Robinson, 7923 Barberton, Hous-
ton, Tex. 77036.

Cancellation

Some years ago, labor unions were
asked to support the Texas Observer by
buying subscriptions.

At that time my local union subscribed
to the paper due to the fact that it was

a paper that was flair to organized labor
and needed subscriptions to keep it go-
ing.

Due to your political philosophy ex-
pressed in the Nov. 1 issue, T am re-
questing that you cancel our subscrip-
tion and refund any unused portion that
we may have.

P. W. Baham, secretary-treasurer, Lo-
cal 4-228, Oil, Chemical and Atomic Work-
ers International Union, P.O. Box 548,
Port Neches, Tex. 77651.

New Subscriber

I have been reading the Observer fair-
Iy regularly for more than a year. I want
lo subscribe to it now primarily because
of your Nov. 1 editorial urging the defeat
of Hubert Humphrey.

Carolyn Cates, 1511-B Palma Plaza,
Austin, Tex. 78703.

A Renewal
Congratulations on your front page
editorial refusing to back either Hum-
phrey or Nixon. Enclosed is a check to
renew my lapsed subscription.
Chandler Davidson, 1512 Rosenberg St.,
Galveston, Tex, 77550.

Liberalism Discredited

Your editorial of November 1, urging
the defeat of Hubert Humphrey, was a
fairly accurate assessment of the Demo-
cratic party. It was an illustration that
the discredited state of the Democratic
party is so great as to be capable of ex-
pression in liberal rhetoric, from a liberal
point of view, out of a liberal attitude,
and for the purpose of enhancing liber-
alism. As the Democratic party has con-
tinued to have the support of liberals in
Texas, the editorial correctly observed
the nature of Texas liberalism.

That there is a liberal editor in the
state astute and honest enough to make
such observations is encouraging. That
you could suggest as an alternative only
a wasted vote (i.e., vote for one of the
other two candidates, write someone in
or not vote), is a sad commentary on the
state of electoral politics in America.

Undoubtedly, you will be subject to
cconomic harrassment, in the form of
cancelled subscriptions, from liberals
angry at vour lack of myopia regarding
the future of Texas liberalism within the
state Democratic party. (“"We must keep
the Democratic party in power because
someday WE may control the machin-
erv.”) T hope the enclosed check for a
two-year subscription to the Observer
will help to offset those unfortunate
losses.

Doran Williams, Box 7274, UT Station,
Austin, Tex, 78712.




